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History of the District

The LMRW D was principally established to water quality in the river, such as bank - fo

be a legal entity for providing local participa- zation control.
tion to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers & The District has entered into cooperativ®
(USACOE) to construct a navigation channelAgreements with the Metropolitan Airports
within the Minnesota River. With this pur-  Commission and the MN Department of

pose in mind, a nin@ot channel was devel- Transportation, and will seek to enter into
oped in cooperation with the USACOE. To- similar cooperative agreements with the Mpls.
day, the LMRWD is still actively involved in  Park & Recreation Board and the federal

the maintenance of the channel. agencies to establish a project review and

) permitting program for the areas that were
The statutes and rules affecting watershed | nc| uded in the fA2000

districts and watershed managementorganiza-r e a o or der .

tions have changed since the inception of the

LMRWD. These changes have broadened thgso quoting directly from the original peti-
role that watershed districts play in water re- ¢ | o Fhat the férmation. and establishment
source management. of the proposed District is necessary and

would be conducive to the public health and
As aresult of these changes the Managers p|ic welfare in and upon its formation the

have focused their efforts on the following sixpjstrict shall cooperate with, aid, and assist
goals and activities: the State or Federal Government and all sub-
§ The District will implement a data divisions of agencies thereof in carrying out
collection, assessment and planning progranthe purposes of the District; that the timely
for itds resources establishment of said Watershed District will
§ The District will expand its project allow the immediate inception of the plans of
review (developments, government projects, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the di-
etc.), making the process more consistent, aRgérsion and improvement of the watercourse
obtaining more cooperation from the cities. of the Minnesota River within the District so
The proposed joint resolutions will be as to provide water capacity for barges and
amended as resource assessments are COmMheavy commercial river transportation on
pleted to set specific limits and/or require  said river throughout the District, thus pro-
special resource protection methods/strategiesding a water route for incoming and outgo-
in the watershed. ing commaodities of trade to serve the general
§ The District will expand its project agricultural and industrial areas adjacent to
inspection program to verify that projects areand within the trade area tributary to the Dis-
meeting specific standards. trict, all of which are of great benefit to the

§ The District intends to changeitsrole vast area of this Stat
regarding LMRWD funding of projects that

generally benefit the District. As resource The LMRWD is located in the southwest part
plans are developed, the District will either of the Twin Cities metropolitan area along the
independently, or jointly with other entities in Minnesota River. The boundaries encompass
response to petitions, enter into projects idenan area of 64 square miles including portions
tified in resource plans that benefit these re- of Carver, Hennepin, Dakota, and Scott coun-
sources. This is a new role and purpose. ties. This area includes the Minnesota River
§ The District will expand its commercial Valley from Fort Snelling, at the confluence
navigation initiatives; in addition to acquiring of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers,
dredge material disposal sites, the District willpstream to Carver, Minnesota. The width of
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HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT continued 2006 ACTIVITIES continued

The Districtdéds river and VEg.“aropr]g\yaterI}/Iqmgoguagdﬁogrprg(on r 7599"%9? ves stor
water runoff from highly developed communities above
the river bluffs. Yet, most of these communities on the
river bluffs are not within the LMRWD boundaries. This
unique characteristic requires that the LMRWD work

Historically, the District has been involved to a relatively mi-
nor degree in groundwater management and monitoring, as
the numerous fens and trout streams within the District are

. ) . " state-protected resources and the state has been fairly active
cooperatively with adjacent communities and watershed -, 1 hitoring the higher profile resources. However, there
districts to protect the quality of the Minnesota River and 5.6 4150 Jower profile resources about which relatively little is
ito6s natural and cultural f&es0 thbdifor, budget cuts at the state level have forced
a reduction in the level of monitoring activity, and state staff
are stretched then in their capacity to track the health of, and
offer the necessary level of protection to, some of these

§ Calcareous fens resources. The District felt it was in a position to step in and
fill those gaps. This program is intended to help systemati-

8 cally identify how the District can be efficient at filling those

Y Floodplain forests and wetlands gaps and thereby contribute to enhancing the effectiveness of
)l

management efforts for these
Federally listed endangered species: Higgins Eye important resources. . . .

The LMRWD is also home to very unique natural and
cultural resources. These distinctive resources include:

Trout streams

Mussel
The general approach taken for this y ) _
1 State listed endan%ered spemes Western Prairie rogram was as follows: iThe objectivie o
Fringed I , Hensl owosp %par r nd Ec¢ Groundwater Monitoring
Foxglove Program is to develop a

1. Identify and locate groundwater
'  Mesic prairies dependent resources such as trout
streams and fens.

program that will be helpful

in protecting the numerous
groundwater -dependent

resources that lie within the

Districtds borders

i Numéelrous statle ar&d felderallll threat]gned species and
notable natural and culturally significant resources: : )
Boiling Springs 2. With the help of other knowl

edgeable resource management Kremer, President.
I The Minnesota River Valley Wildlife and Recreation  professionals, evaluate the
Area resources in terms of their current condition and restoration
2006 509 PLAN ACTIVITIES OF potential.
THE LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER . . L
WATERSHED DISTRICT 3. Identify what, if any, groundwater monitoring efforts have
been or are currently being carried out for these resources
Kennealy and Harnack Creeks and summarize the results of those efforts.

Groundwater Research project ) . . . .
4. |dentify opportunities for involvement in effective and use-

In April, 2005, the District approved funding $10,000 cash ful groundwater monitoring efforts, including partnering op-
and in-kind contributions towards the MDNR in support of portunities.

the Conservation Partners and Environmental Partner-

ship Grant for the Nichols Fen, Kennealy and Harnack

Creeks Groundwater Research Project. Finally, prepare a report that summarizes those findings and
estimates the cost of the recommended effort. (The final

Nichols Fen, Eagan strategy report was submitted to BWSR in 2006)

The Nichols Fen gully erosion issue has been corrected

As part of the implementation costs of the Groundwater Moni-
as of May 2005.

toring Program the board approved applying for a $25,000

Seminary Fen, Chanhassen BWSR Challenge Grant or Metro Greenways Grant.

MN/DOT completed monitoring of the Seminary Fen to

assist with assessment of impacts to the Seminary Fen. The grant application was successful.
Monitoring wells and the continuing monitoring of the

wells has been taken over by the District and a coopera-

tive agreement signed with Carver County Environmental Page2

Services to conduct the monitoring at a cost of $3,019.00.
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2006 ACTIVITIES continued

Fort Snelling State Park

The board submitted a letter of support to the DNR indicating interest in working with the State of Minnesota for clean up
of the dump sites at Fort Snelling State Park. The District offered to move forward, locate the wells, start monitoring to
determine the status of the groundwater at the fen located on site. The board voted in April 2006 using funds provided
from the BWSR Challenge Grant in 2006 and 2007 to locate the Ft. Snelling wells and provide well location information
to Dakota County because we are monitoring the wells in the other wetland locations.

Un-named Trout Stream #7

The board approved financially participating with the City of Burnsville in a 50/50 match for a not to exceed cost of
$1,630 to conduct monitoring at Un-named Trout Stream #7. The costs would include the purchase of one thermal probe
and mounting equipment, the installation of same and monitoring.

Great River Greening Pilot Knob Historic Site

This site is owned by the City of Mendota Heights and a funding request was approved up to $6,700 from the Water-
shed Assistance Fund out of the total of $11,300 to complete two herbicide applications, two harrows, mechanical
seeding and hand-seeding by volunteers and that permanent signage be placed on the site about the project being
conducted towards preservation and promotion of water quality or education about water quality. The approval is
based on completion of the project by December 31, 2008.

City of Bloomington Pond C Improvement Project

The board approved a letter of support to the City of Bloomington for expanding to improve the water quality and
quantity of Pond C which is located adjacent to Cedar Avenue on the north side of bridge on the east. The city was

applying for some Clean Water Initiative dollars and W

Gully Inventory Project

The board approved contracting with the Minnesota Conservation Corp to conduct a gully inventory in the cities of
Bloomington, Chaska, Carver, Eden Prairie and Chanhassen. The District then approached those cities to coopera-
tively work together to correct the gully erosion to stop the erosion. The inventory was completed in November 2006
and data sheets and maps completed and given to the five cities to review for potential projects in 2007-2008.

2006 Monitoring

Boiling Springs

After staff met with the Mdewakanton Sioux community, it was determined that they will conduct
the monitoring at Boiling Springs. An Eagle Scout worked with them as part of his Eagle Scout Program and the

District honored him March 15, 2006 with a Certificate of Achievement for putting together and installed 176 pro-

tection signs.

(Go to www.watersheddistrict.org Recognitions section to see photos).

Page3
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MONITORING continued

Dakota County Willow Creek monitoring WOMP Station in Burnsville

The monitoring agreement was adopted. The District continues to fund this program at a cost of $9,989.00. The
District requested preliminary data be released to them for review. Metropolitan Council does the data analysis.
Monitoring data is on our web site under Reports.

2006 Scott County Soil and Water Conservation monitoring agreement for Eagle Creek

The monitoring agreement was adopted. The District continues to fund this program at a cost of a not to exceed
amount of $15,129.00 which includes water quality monitoring, well monitoring and erosion and sediment control
services. Metropolitan Council does the data analysis and is available on our web site under Reports.

2006 Scott County Soil and Water Conservation monitoring agreement for Eagle Creek

The monitoring agreement was adopted. The District continues to fund this program at a cost of a not to exceed
amount of $15,129.00 which includes water quality monitoring, well monitoring and erosion and sediment control
services. Metropolitan Council does the data analysis and is available on our web site under Reports.

Courthouse, Brickyard, Brickyard Lakes 2006 Report

Monitoring of these lakes continues and reports are available on our web site under Reports. Courthouse Lake is
currently on hold for an alum treatment pending determination for the DNR of the need.

Seminary Fen, Chanhassen

The board worked with MN/Dot to conduct monitoring at the Seminary Fen. MN/Dot was conducting groundwater
monitoring until winter 2006. Then the District will continue the monitoring.

Chaska Creek, Carver The board continues to contract with Carver County to conduct monitoring.

Monitoring reports can be viewed at www.watersheddistrict.org (Reports section)

MN Department of Transportation Highway Projects

MN/Dot TH41 four alternative designs were reviewed by the
District and others and C2 Revised Option 1 and 2 was ac-
ceptable to everyone on the Task Force.

On-going discussions and meeting attendance continues in
2006 on County Road 147, T.H. 212, and T.H. 41.

Contributing member of the SAC for T.H. 41 River Crossing
project.

Page4
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Minnesota River Dredge Sites

§ Cargill East acquisition of land for a new
dredge storage site (Lower MN River Water-
shed District Mile 14.2 Maintenance Site)

The District was successful in the purchase of 18.3
acres of land located in the City of Savage, Scott
County, State of Minnesota to be used as a new
dredge site to temporarily hold dredge materials re-
moved from the Minnesota River by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. The District purchased the prop-
erty for $254,726.12 from Cargill Incorporated in No-
vember 2006.

New dredge site negotiations for leasing site at
Interstate 494 at the Minnesota River

Negotiations with MN/Dot began in 2005 to lease land
for the purpose of operating a dredge disposal site.
After many months, MN/Dot has determined they do
not wish to lease land for this purpose. As a result, in
2006 forward the District continues to search for an-
other dredge disposal site along the Minnesota River.

Private Dredge Site Legislation

In 2005, it was determined the District needed to intro-
duce legislation to procure private dredge sites for
authority to acquire, maintain, operate, improve and
enlarge dredge material sites. After several months of
the District staff working alongside the lobbying efforts
of the Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts
SF3023 was signed by the Governor on May 24, 2006
and became effective on May 25, 2006.

MAC personnel presented the board with
the list of 2006 projects along with a map

Minneapolis Airport Commission
noting the location of the improvements.
Glycol Spills

g
The Minneapolis Airport Commission and

the Minnesota Pollution Control agencies came to the board
to report on the MPCA/MAC stipulation agreement governing
glycol spills at the airport.

MAC Environmental Reporting to the District

Last year it was agreed the District would like to have annual
reporting from Roy Fuhrmann that our stakeholders might be
interested in. Following is a list of items for MAC to address at
their annual meeting with the Board:

- Annual Report that would include:

§  basics about number of flights over last year, out of those
flights we used AX0 amount

§ permit -i significant additions/deletions, what is your
standing with the MPCA, have they put you on adminis-
trative notice, are you in violation

§  Monitoringd what are you monitoring, what are your re-
sults, where are you monitoring, how does that compare
to historical data, airport-wide integrative spill response
and coordination plan. Then answer: what is this plan,
what does it involve, do they review it annually, who is
reviewing it and how, wh o
they doing for new hire/people promoted training, are we
on the immediate notification list for spills i what is the
trigger for significant spills and/or environmental issues.

of
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Minnesota River dredgingiprocess by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
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2005 Financial Audit

The board approved the audit June 21, 2005 and distributed

as required by law.

2006 Bylaws

In February 2006, the Board of Managers approved
revised Bylaws.

THE LMRWD
BEGINS SERIES Education
OF LOCAL
NEWSPAPER § Web Site
ARTICLES ABOUv-\ll-ww.watershedistrict.org
PROTECTING The web site continues to expand.
WATER .
§ The LMRWD began a series
RESOURCES | of local newspaper articles about
REPLACING protecting water resources instead
of newsletters.
NEWSLETTERS

The first newspaper article re-

leased locally in May of 2006 talked about what a
watershed is, who we are and what we do.

The second newspaper article featured an elemen-
tary school in Shakopee, Minnesota that was con-
ducting storm drain stenciling in local neighborhoods.
The teacher, Mrs. White, and two students attended
a board meeting and talked to the board about what
they learned. The District helped fund supplies for
this project.

The third newspaper article featured Mr. Kelzer, from
Carver County, who is a fourth generation contour
farmer on his 300 acres.

The fourth article was about recreation on the Minne-
sota River and concentrated on informing the public

Rain Barrel Education Workbook

This workbook is courtesy of Ramsey Washington
Watershed District which eliminates duplication of
materials.

Storm Drain Stenciling

Justin Zingsheim, Troop 589 Life Scout in 8" grade
completed a storm drain stenciling project to fulfill
one of his requirements to become an Eagle Scout.
With a crew of six peers and two adults, 160 drains
were stenciled in four neighborhoods in Carver in
four hours including the Hazeltine-Bavaria Creek
watershed and two scouts handed out educational
flyers. Eight groups with four people in each group
participated in stenciling 100 storm drains. The Dis-
trict funded the stenciling materials at a cost of
$347.04.

Craig Migliori, Life Scout in 8" grade completed a
storm drain stenciling project of 100 storm drains to
fulfill one of his requirements to become an Eagle
Scout in the Southbridge development east of Dean
Lake in Shakopee. The District funded the stencil-
ing materials at a cost of $80.70.

Sweeney EI e hgrade dassyniShakopee
conducted storm drain stenciling of 100 drains in a
residential area around the elementary school. The
Districtdéds education
on the day of stenciling about stormwater runoff and
commend the students for protecting our water re-
sources through storm drain stenciling. Savannah
Mercado, a student, went before the board to tell

them what the class learned through this project.
Go to www.watersheddistrict.org

(News Stories & Recognition sections)
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