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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
MINUTES

Wednesday, January 16, 2007

7:00 PM

1.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, January 16, 2007 in the Council Chambers at the City of Chaska, Chaska, Minnesota

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
Len Kremer, Ed Schlampp, Larry Samstad, Ron Kraemer, Kent Francis
Also Present:

Susie Carland, Program Director MRB, District’s Attorney, Bruce Malkerson and 



staff members Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis


3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

President Kremer requested that 10.a.  Discuss the process of updating our plan be removed from the January 2008 agenda and placed on the February 2008 agenda.  Mr. Schwalbe requested that the Scott County Advisory Meeting orientation for Larry Samstad be added to the agenda under14.b. 
It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda as amended.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

4.
CONSENT AGENDA

President Kremer requested all Consent Agenda items be removed for discussion.
5.
OPEN FORUM

Susie Carland, new Program Director at the Minnesota River Board introduced herself to the board.
6.
APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2007 BOARD MINUTES, TREASURER’S REPORT AND PAYMENT OF BILLS
Under the Treasurer’s Report President Kremer inquired about the $850.00 to the City of Bloomington for a feasibility study.  He requested that items such as this be placed under separate approval.

It was moved and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
President Kremer inquired about the November 2007 minutes, page 7, c. Erosion issues update, second to last paragraph.  It now states “Mr. Schwalbe said Scott County walked 100 miles to find out the stability of the creeks”.  The board changed the words “100 miles” to “all of Sand Creek and Credit River channels”.  It was moved and seconded to approve the November 2007 minutes as amended.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.

President Kremer said the December 2007 minutes, page two, 8.a.his friendly amendment is to state:

“A friendly amendment was made by President Kremer that there be developed by legal staff a contract with both the City of Bloomington and the City of Eden Prairie”.
President Kremer said the December 2007 minutes, page two, 8.c. Mn/DOT SP1981-114 I-35W Lane Addition in the Cities of Bloomington and Burnsville’s board motion have the words “CSAH 1 Hennepin County” be replaced with the words “ I-35W”.
It was moved and seconded to approve the December 2007 minutes as amended.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
7.
PRESENTATIONS

There were none.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION
a.  
City of Carver SWMP final draft review by Wenck Associates

The board reviewed the engineer’s comments and made the following additional comments:

Comment #10: The board stated the CIP should address the repair of the bluff erosion sites identified in the city by the Gully Inventory.

Comments #34 and 37: The board stated that since the District and the City of Carver are still under an agreement that the city will be in accordance with the requirements of the Management Plan for the Minnesota River Watershed District the city needs to have erosion and sediment control policies and site plan review policies in place that conform to requirements of the District within two years after the District’s plan was adopted.  The District’s plan was adopted in 1999.

It was moved and seconded to send a letter to the City of Carver with the engineer’s and the board’s comments. VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.

b.  
City of Chanhassen Non-degradation plan review by Bonestroo

President Kremer noted that the plan does not address discharges for the period 1988 to present or for the present to 2020 to Assumption Creek or to Seminary Fen, both of which are Outstanding Resource Value Waters, as required by the permit.

The Plan also does not address mitigation for the significant adverse impacts currently occurring to the wetlands in the Minnesota River Valley as a result of Bluff Creek storm water discharges as required by the permit.  Additionally, the plan does not address impacts to those wetlands that may occur from the present to 2020 due to increases in runoff volume from the Bluff Creek watershed, as required by the permit.

The storm water pollution prevention plan should include the implementation of best management practices to mitigate the river bluff erosion at the various locations that have been identified in the city.

It was moved and seconded to send a letter to the City of Chanhassen with the engineer’s and the board’s comments.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0. (one manager had left the room temporarily).
c.  
City of Chaska’s Non-degradation plan review by Wenck Associates

The Board reviewed the engineer’s comments.  The board changed #5 out and replaced it with the following:
5.  The Restricted Discharge Water Plan (RDWP) should not allow any increases in runoff volume to the fen if  there are prudent and feasible alternatives to the discharge the RDWP should evaluate whether the increases in runoff volume will impact the fen by altering even bounce or duration or if additional erosion will occur as a result of the increases in runoff volume in the ravines tributary to the fen.  If there is the potential for impacts to the fen from increased runoff volume similar to those that have occurred in the period 1988 to present then the RDWP should identify mitigative measures that will be implemented to minimize the loss.

The board additionally stated the BMP should document that there are no feasible and prudent alternative to the discharge and that all prudent and feasible measures to avoid or reduce impacts to preserve the quality of the water will be implemented.

The board added an item #8 as follows:
8.   A BMP should be added to the City’s storm water pollution prevention plan that would include 

      the implementation of erosion control measures to mitigate the river bluff erosion at the 

     various locations that have been identified in the city.
It was moved and seconded to approve the City of Chaska’s Non-degradation Plan as amended with engineer’s and board’s added comments.  VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
9.
OLD BUSINESS

There was none.
10.
NEW BUSINESS
a.  Removed from the agenda until February 2008
b.  MAWD convention delegate report, L. Samstad

Manager Samstad passed out the 2007 MAWD Resolution information on the River Basin Approach for Water Management, Planning and Implementation in the Minnesota River Basin and reviewed the information supplied in the resolution and by President Kremer.
It was moved by Manager Samstad that President Kremer be censored for speaking directly to the delegates about the resolution that Managers Samstad and Schlampp were responsible for as they were the official MAWD delegates.  President Kremer explained that he was asked specifically just prior to the beginning of the meeting to speak on behalf of the resolution and apologized for not having the chance to inform Managers Samstad and Schlampp prior to speaking.  VOTE:  Ayes 1; Nays 4.
11.
EDUCATION

Mrs. Ellis review her proposal for becoming a Metro Blooms partner and sponsoring three rainwater garden workshops, two educational and one landscape design workshop in Savage and Shakopee.  Secondly, she proposed purchasing and distributing at the A workshops The Blue Thumb Guide to Rainwater Gardens. Thirdly, she proposed sponsoring a parking lot sale of discounted plants at their office.

It was moved and seconded to approve three rainwater garden workshops, purchasing and distributing 200 The Blue Thumb Guide to Rainwater Gardens and sponsoring a parking lot sale of discounted plants at the District’s office at a cost not to exceed.$6,300.00.  Metro Blooms will contribute $1,229.40 and she will attempt to have the cities become funding partners with the District.  VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.

12.  ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

a.
Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek update
Mr. Schwalbe ran into Alan Wetterlin. He stated the appraiser had contacted him and the appraiser had dropped off the appraisal to the DNR on December 20, 2007.  Also Mr. Schwalbe talked to the City of Chanhassen about parcels not part of the sales.  The city said they have already talked to the Hess property heirs and they have the same concerns we do about the preservation of the fen.  Mr. Schwalbe has been unsuccessfully trying to reach Joe Hoppe, but not successful.  Our lobbyist, Jeff Davidman, will contact Mr. Hoppe.  We have also not heard from Scott County and Mr. Schwalbe will keep trying.
Mr. Schwalbe did talk to Jeannette Leete who is now in ethanol at the DNR.

b.  Legislative Bonding Bill and
c.  Update on MAWD’s legislative resolution implementing a Minnesota River Valley Basin Commission and for state and federal funding

Mr. Schwalbe will be meeting with Rep. Mike Beard next week.  Mr. Malkerson and Mr. Schwalbe met with Best & Flanagan, lobbyists, who will draft legislation at a not to exceed amount of $10,000.  They will also help us with bonding money for dredge sites. 
Mr. Schwalbe said he, Mr. Malkerson, President Kremer met with MRB staff, and four executive committee members to discuss the legislation.  They requested a draft of the resolution by January 21 for the January 28th board meeting.  The board directed Mr. Schwalbe to make contacts as necessary.
d.    Dredge Sites update
Nothing to report at this time as this is on hold.


e.  Gully Inventory

Mr. Schwalbe said that Bonestroo is still working on the mapping process.  They had to contact the MCC to try and understand some of their writings. 

f.  Erosion issues update:Bluff Creek, Carver Creek, Sand Creek Watershed, Credit River TMDL projects

Mr. Schwalbe said we have the historical aerials in our possession from Chanhassen.  As of January 28, 2008, a new director will be on board at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife.  The new manager will set up a meeting with us and the Bluff Creek committee.  Chanhassen is the lead agency with the PCA.

13.  District’s Attorney Report  Nothing to report at this time. 

14.  Upcoming Meetings and Tours

Mr. Schwalbe review the Wetland Professionals Association meeting January 30, 2008 that Mr. Samstad wants to attend and the Scott County Orientation meeting February 4, 2008 that Mr. Samstad will be attending.

15.  ADJOURN

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 PM.
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