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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, January 18, 2006
7:00 PM

MINUTES

1.
CALL TO ORDER

Vice President Kraemer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, January 18, 2006, in the City of Chaska council chambers, Chaska, MN.

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers present:
Vice-President Ron Kraemer, Managers Ed Schlampp, Larry 




Samstad, Kent Francis

Also present:

Bruce Malkerson, District’s attorney, Jerry Hennen, Scott County 




Commissioner, Rich Brasch District’s engineer, staff members 




Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis

3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda.  VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

4.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mrs. Ellis informed the board that the December 2005 financials in their packet are initial financials as there may be additional expenses which could be paid in February 2006.  In that case new financials are completed showing an Account Payable detail as of the end of 2005.  This occurs every year.

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of December 18, 2005 were approved under the Consent Agenda.

6.
OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

7.
PRESENTATIONS.

None.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION

a.
Ground Water Monitoring Program cost proposal, Rich Brasch, BRAA

Mr. Brasch presented his cost proposal.  President Kremer, in absence, communicated through an email to the board and staff the following recommendations:
· Subtasks 1-5 be approved

· Subtasks 7 and 8 be tabled to the next meeting

· Subtasks 6 and Task 2 has questions that need to be answered, are not time-sensitive, and can be tabled to the next meeting

The board inquired about whether we are protected from public liability for the wells and other equipment we own in case someone gets hurt at these locations.
Mr. Schwalbe said he would check with John Hoffman about our coverage.

The board inquired if the proposed total costs will be exceeded.  Mr. Brasch indicated that the contract is to be “up to a maximum of” or “not to exceed” the cost stated in the proposal.

MOTIONS on the proposal:

It was moved and seconded to approve Task, 1, Sub-Task 1, Seminary Fen. 

VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0

It was moved and seconded to approve Task 1, Sub-Task 2, Assumption Creek.

VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0

It was moved and seconded to table to the next meeting Task 1, Sub-Task 3. Ft. Snelling to have staff find out if funding assistance is available from Fort Snelling.  VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

It was moved and seconded to table to the next meeting Task 1, Sub-Task 4 to determine the value of the Quarry Island fen.  VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

It was moved and seconded to approve Task 1, Sub-Task 5.  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

It was moved and seconded to table to the next meeting Task 1, Sub-Task 6, Black Dog fen, per President Kremer’s request. VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0

It was moved and seconded to table to the next meeting  Task 1, Sub-Task 7 for Un-named stream #7 because it is unknown where the stream starts and where the stream goes, but believes it is Black Dog Lake.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
It was moved and seconded to approve Task 1, Sub-Task 8.  

VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0

It was moved and seconded to table Task 2 to the next meeting.

VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

It was moved and seconded for Mr. Schwalbe and Mr. Brasch to complete research on those tabled tasks to get further information from the cooperators as to why they believe they have value.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

9.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
a.
Update on private dredge site legislation 

Mr. Schwalbe attended the January 14, 2006 UMWA meeting.
b.
Update on 494 dredge site acquisition

Mr. Schwalbe has received all the information on well data found at the property which is owned by the 934th Airwing and forwarded the data to Beth Neuendorf at MNDot Water Resources via email.
c.
Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek update

The Wetterlins did respond by voice mail to Mr. Malkerson on his request for a meeting.  Mr. Malkerson did leave a voice mail today with the Wetterlins in response.

Mr. Schwalbe talked to Mr. Djumpstrom at the DNR.  He is leaving the DNR in March 2006.  Wetterlins say they have a new plan that would not affect the ground water.  The DNR requested they shown them the plan.  Mr. Schwalbe said he had not contacted any wetland experts yet to see how we proceed with the Wetterlins.
The USFWS $28+ million is still available.  They are operating on the interest o the monies.  Some of the money is expected to go to the educational facility going in at Carver Rapids.

d.
City of Carver erosion issues compliance

Mr. Schwalbe and Mr. Malkerson have reviewed all the documents involved in this project and don’t believe they are out of compliance.  Did get reports from Carver County and City of Carver as they are both inspecting this project.  They have come into compliance.  They are changing the plan by adding additional ponding to the area.  They are working on the design now.  Mr. Schwalbe met on-site with City of Carver, Carver County and Klingelhutz inspectors to review the site.  The water being released before County Road 40 is clear.  West of the site there is an area that by the end of the week will have some type of slope cover materials to protect the soil.  They are mulching the entire site because MPCA is insisting mulch go down.  They are installing three rock dams on the rod for spring to filter and trap the mulch.

Manager Francis said the LMRWD should continue to monitor the site.

e.  River Resources workshop update

Mr. Schwalbe gave the board an update on the workshop and the minutes that were in the board packets are attached and made a permanent part of the public record.

f.
MRB sanitary sewer resolution use to date after adoption

Mr. Schwalbe and Mrs. Ellis both spoke with Shannon Fisher, the Executive Director of the MRB.  The board had good intentions with this resolution, but nothing has happened since its approval.  Mr. Fisher stated that all resolutions passed by the MRB never move forward after resolutions passed.
g.
MAC discharge permit

Mr. Schwalbe sent a copy of the MAC discharge permit to Manager Francis who reviewed and accepted the permit.
h.
Eden Prairie and 212/Charlson erosion issues

Mr. Schwalbe did receive a letter from the city’s engineer, but he is not satisfied and will be meeting with their public works director.

10.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORT, Bruce Malkerson

a.
Cargill dredge material site purchase agreement and schedule for operations

Mr. Malkerson reviewed the schedule for operations with the board. 

Cargill doesn’t agree with contingencies related to getting all necessary permits.  We can’t sign an agreement for property located in a flood plain with special requirements that doesn’t accept contingencies related to permits.  If we don’t get the permits we lose all the money right now.

Cargill may say that taking the property off the market for six months to go through the permit process and you might not get permits is not something with they can agree.

It was moved and seconded to authorize Bruce Malkerson to offer $25,000 now to Cargill which is one-half of the earnest money and if the offer is denied that he is authorized to send letters to senior management and appropriate legislators.

b.
Board bylaws adoption

After discussion at the workshop there were minor changes made so changes will be incorporated into the bylaws and presented next month.

11.
UPCOMING MEETINGS/TOURS/EVENTS

None reported.

12.
TREASURER’S REPORT, Larry Samstad

The payment of bills and December 2006 Treasurer’s Report were approved under the Consent Agenda.

13.
OLD BUSINESS

Manager Samstad requested that he look at the historic flood profiles and bring back to the board at a future meeting.

14.
NEW BUSINESS

a.
BWSR Water Education materials by Russ Strauss

Due to the absence of President Kremer this item was tabled.

b.
Citizen Advisory Committee

Not discussed.

15.
ADJOURNMENT
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 PM

VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
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