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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
MINUTES

Wednesday, February 20, 2008 
7:00 PM

1.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, February 20, 2008, 2007 in the Council Chambers at the City of Chaska, Chaska, Minnesota

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
Len Kremer, Ed Schlampp, Larry Samstad, Ron Kraemer, Kent Francis
Also Present:

Laura Jester, Dakota County SWCD, Jaime Rockney, Scott County SWCD,

Cathy Larson, Metropolitan Council, Clint Gergen, CHS, District’s Attorney, Bruce Malkerson, staff members Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis


3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Manager Samstad requested that the Wetland Conference report from his attendance be added at Old Business 9.b. It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda as amended.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

4.
CONSENT AGENDA

President Kremer requested the minutes of January 19, 2008 be removed from the Consent Agenda for discussion. It was moved and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Payment of Bills.
VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
5.
OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

6.
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 20, 2008 BOARD MINUTES, TREASURER’S REPORT AND PAYMENT OF BILLS
The Treasurer’s Report and Payment of bills was approved under the Consent Agenda.

President Kremer indicated that the City of Chaska’s approval motion was deleted from the minutes.

on page 3.  Manager Francis corrected the spelling of Hess under 12.a.

It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes as amended:  VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
7.
PRESENTATIONS

a.   MN River Model project update, Cathy Larson, Metropolitan Council
Ms. Larson began her presentation by thanking the Board of Managers for their support of this project and for financing 50% of the cost of the gauging station.  The USACOE has completed a two year study on nutrients and sediment research and that information is used to prepare budgeted for followup work.  The board requested that staff contact the USACOE for placement of the report on the District’s web site.  Mr. Larson will return in the fall to update the board on the modeling results.  She then gave her presentation on the Lower MN River Model.

b.  2007 Fen Monitoring Presentation and the Willow Creek Station, Laura Jester, Dakota County SWCD

Ms. Jester gave her presentation to the Board of Managers.

It was moved and seconded to continue monitoring at Willow Creek for 2008 and to continue the Fen Well Monitoring in 2008 at a cost not to exceed $16, 162.00, an increase of $18.00.  VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.

c.  2007 Monitoring Presentation for Savage Well, Eagle Creek WOMP Station, and Eagle Creek, Jaime Rockney, Scott County SWCD

Ms. Rockney gave her presentation to the Board of Managers.  She mentioned there is a lot of buckthorn in Eagle Creek and the Savage Fen and the City of Savage is planning on doing buckthorn removal in the spring of 2008. Staff was directed to contact Paul Nelson at Scott County to find out if he plans to perform buckthorn removal at Eagle Creek.

President Kremer asked Mr. Rockney if, in the future, she could an historical analysis/trends analysis of the wells similar to what Ms. Jester had completed for the District.  Ms. Rockney said yes.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION

a.  State Bonding bill for Nine-foot Channel and the bill for the establishment of a MN River Basin Commission, Terry Schwalbe for Jeff Davidman, Best & Flanagan LLP
Mr. Schwalbe gave a legislative update on both bills.  The board then had a lengthy discussion about the funding of the Nine-Foot Channel.
President Kremer explained the MN River Basin Commission bill to the managers and after discussion it was moved and seconded for Mr. Schwalbe to continue to support Senator Lanning’s bill and not to pursue our own bill at this time at a cost not to exceed $10,000 lobbyist expenses.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 1; Abstain 1.  Motion passed.
b.  Metropolitan Council’s 2008 Willow and Eagle Creek WOMP Station Monitoring Agreements

It was moved and seconded to approve the 2008 Willow and Eagle Creek WOMP Station Monitoring Agreements.  VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.

c.  Dakota County 2008 Fen Monitoring and Willow Creek Monitoring Agreements

Approved under 7.b.
d.  Carver County 2007 Invoice for approval for work at East & West Chaska Creeks, Seminary Fen and Assumption Creek

Mr. Schwalbe stated that Mr. Aamodt is in recovery after surgery and hopefully will be present at the March meeting to give the 2007 report.  He said Carver County completed all of the work requested in 2007 and recommended the invoice be approved for payment.

It was moved and seconded to approve the invoice in the amount of $10,875.00. VOTE: Ayes 5; Nays 0.
9.
OLD BUSINESS

a.  ISF&WS sponsorship request for graduate student trout stream study
The board declined to sponsor the graduate student at this time and when the District develops their 2009 budget they will consider the request.  The board directed staff to make available all the District’s available data to assist the student in her work

b.  Wetland Conference, Larry Samstad

Mr. Samstad reported on the conference.  He stated that the USACOE individual that spoke supported his previous opinion on defining the fen by stating that they cannot define the edges of a wetland as it is so indistinct.  Mr. Samstad will bring the person’s paper to the board.
10.
NEW BUSINESS
a.  Discuss the 2008 MN River Tour
Staff was directed to contact the legislative auditor’s office to determine the legalities of conducting the tour.  Mr. Malkerson said staff could add up all the costs involved with the tour and divide it by the number of participants and give that information to the auditor’s office.

11.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
a.  2009 10-year 509 Plan update  Not discussed.
b.  Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek update

Mr. Schwalbe gave an update to the board on the acquisition of the fen.  President Kremer directed staff to determine the easements needed to protect the fen and issues surrounding the blocked culvert. Mr. Schwalbe said he would contact the City of Chanhassen about contacting the surrounding owners.
The DNR would like the District’s involvement financially for immediate buckthorn removal.  The board stated they would like to see a complete fen management plan before committing.

The board directed staff to send a letter to all Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek bill authors to thank them for their support and let them know a purchase agreement has been offered by the DNR and accepted by the Wetterlin property owners.
c & d. covered under 8.a.

e.    Dredge Sites update
Nothing to report at this time as this is on hold.


f.  Gully Inventory

Mr. Schwalbe said that Bonestroo delivered the CD to the District and showed staff how to navigate through the CD.  Mr. Schwalbe has not had an opportunity to study the CD in detail
g.  Erosion issues update: Bluff Creek, Carver Creek, Sand Creek Watershed, Credit River TMDL projects

The City of Chanhassen is still looking into Bluff Creek issues.
13.  DISTRICT’S ATTORNEY REPORT  
Nothing to report at this time. 

14.  ADJOURN

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 PM.  VOTE: Ayes 5; Nays 0.
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