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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, March 15, 2006

7:00 PM
MINUTES

1.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:02 PM on Wednesday, March 15, 2006, in the City of Chaska council chambers, Chaska, MN.

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
President Len Kremer, Managers Ron Kraemer, Ed Schlampp, 
and Kent Francis

Also Present:

Bruce Malkerson, District’s attorney, Judy and Brian Rost, 

staff members Terry Schwalbe, Joan Ellis

3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

It was moved and seconded that Item 9a. be moved to the next meeting and Item 9c. be moved to item 14a.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
4. 
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to remove the Treasurer’s Report from the Consent Agenda and then approve the Consent Agenda.  VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0. 
5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of February 15, 2006 were approved under the Consent Agenda.  
6.
OPEN FORUM 

No one spoke. 
7. 
PRESENTATIONS

Eagle Scout Brian Rost was presented with a Certificate of Appreciation for making and installing 176 protection signs at Eagle Creek.
8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION

a.
Ground Water Monitoring Program Scope of Services for 2/15/06 board meeting and review of tasks not approved, Rich Brasch, BRAA,
This item was moved to the April 2006 meeting
b.
Scott Soil & Water Conservation District monitoring agreement, T. Schwalbe

It was moved and seconded to approve the 2006 monitoring agreement for Eagle Creek. VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

c.
T. Schwalbe review, Manager Francis
This item was moved to Item 14 on the agenda.
9.
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

a.
Update on private dredge site legislation

Mr. Schwalbe stated the legislation has been introduced to the Senate and House and we are currently waiting to find out dates for committee hearings. 
b.
Update on 494 dredge site acquisition

No update at this time.
c. 
Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek update

Waiting for final report by Peterson Environmental.

d.
Ground water Monitoring Program 

Mr. Schwalbe met with Manager Samstad, Mark Cleveland and Rich Brasch on site at Ft. Snelling.  It was a productive meeting and Manager Samstad’s concerns were resolved and he is now in favor of the tasks noted in the program being completed.
The board requested that Mark Cleveland and Rich Brasch be invited to the April 2006 board meeting to discuss Ft Snelling and the Groundwater Monitoring Program.

Mr. Schwalbe spoke with Terry Schultz from the City of Burnsville about Trout Stream #4.  They are not going to do any monitoring, but because it is in our plan, they will contribute $1,000 towards the cost of monitoring.

The board requested a letter from Terry Schultz confirming the contribution of $1,000.

e.
Ft. Snelling BRAC Task Force meeting
Mr. Schwalbe stated that the 934th Airlift Wing will be moving to Camp McCoy.  This is considered a base closing.  It is thought that the Navy and Marine Corp will move into their building and no changes are expected.

Mr. Schwalbe was interviewed by a task force member and he said that the District is interesting in reviewing anything regarding stormwater and groundwater issues.  The Sioux community is involved with this task force as well.
f.
Newspaper articles

Mr. Schwalbe reported that our newspaper editor is working on a spring article for S.W. Publishing that will talk about who we are and what we do along with spring BMPs for homeowners and putting our website address in the article encouraging them to go to the site to learn more about the District.  Articles in other papers will follow.

g.
Minnesota Valley Trust

Mr .Schwalbe spoke with Ms. Kerr in regards to the financial statement which are at U.S. Fish & Wildlife Refuge.  A meeting will be set up for the end of March.

The gully inventory will begin as soon as a contract is signed and the weather cooperates.

11.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORT, Bruce Malkerson

Mr. Malkerson stated that as of March 3, 2006 we have a signed purchase agreement at his office.  On February 28, 2006, he and Mr. Schwalbe met on-site with the surveyor.  The work has been ordered for the title company and we are currently working on the permit for the City of Savage.  We are planning on explaining that since the USACOE is exempt from zoning conditions that once the materials are received from the USACOE they can be incorporated into the permit to ease the permit process.

Mr. Malkerson said he would provide an updated operations plan at the April meeting.

12.
UPCOMING MEETINGS/TOURS/EVENTS

a.  MGWA conference April 12

It was determined by the board that Mr. Schwalbe does not need to attend this conference but should have BRAA’s staff look for opportunities to attend groundwater recharge workshops.

13.
TREASURER’S REPORT, Larry Samstad
It was moved and seconded to remove the BRAA check from the payment of bills because copies of the invoice were not in the board packet and approve the Treasurer’s Report and payment of bills as presented.  VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

14.
OLD BUSINESS

a.
T. Schwalbe review, Manager Francis
After discussion, it was determined  the following should be accomplished for the April 2006 board meeting before Mr. Schwalbe’s review can be completed.

· June 2006 – June 2007 goals should be completed by Mr. Schwalbe

· Determine the date of the last merit increase

· Resolve the health insurance concerns

b.
TMDL Meeting at Lake Pepin, President Kremer

President Kremer reviewed the meeting and handed out statistics on loads which are hereby made a permanent part of the permanent record.  The Lake Pepin TMDL is scheduled for completed in 2009.

The board requested staff set up a meeting with the USACOE and the MPCA to discuss bank scouring.

Mr. Schwalbe handed out a letter from MAC’s Roy Fuhrmann discussing the fuel spill at the airport.

Manager Kraemer talked about the March 5, 2005 Star & Tribune news article entitled “Report on Minnesota’s rivers now comes by air”.  Scientists and researchers from the U of M and elsewhere flew a plane along the Mississippi River and other waterways measuring water quality with a camera-like sensor.

14.
NEW BUSINESS

a.
BWSR Water Education Materials by Russ Strauss, President Kremer
President Kremer handed out educational materials created by the group Minnesota Water-Let’s Keep It Clean program/campaign.  He noted the supporting organizations, agencies and private companies.
15.
ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 PM

Ayes 4; Nays 0.
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