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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT

MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, March 21, 2007
7:00 PM

MINUTES
1.
CALL TO ORDER
President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, March 21, 2007, in the City of Chaska Council Chambers, Chaska, Minnesota.
2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
Len Kremer, Larry Samstad, Ed Schlampp, Ron Kraemer

Also Present:
Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis, staff, Bruce Malkerson,  Jaime Rockney, Scott County, Travis Bisteneau, Dakota County, Marcel, Metropolitan Council
3.        APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Mr. Schwalbe requested that a discussion about Louisville Township be added under New 

Business.
4.     CONSENT AGENDA

President Kremer asked about page five of the Treasurer’s Report.  We have spent 50% of the 

accounting and payroll budget.  Mr. Schwalbe will investigate Tautges to determine the 

breakdown of expenses in this account and report back to the board.  Approval of the February 
2007 minutes were postponed to the April 18, 2007 meeting.

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda consisting of review 

and approval of bills for payment and the February 2007 Treasurer’s Report.  
VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
5.     OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

6.     APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT & PAYMENT OF BILLS 

The following items were approved under the Consent Agenda:

a.       Review and approval of bills for payment

b.       Approval  February 2007 Treasurer’s Report.

7.     PRESENTATIONS

a.       Metropolitan Council monitoring discussion, Marcel Jouseau

As of this evening the 2005 and 2006 flow and water quality data are on the EIMS web site.

As soon as the data is out of the labs in approximately four to six weeks after collection, it will 

go immediately onto the EIMS web site as preliminary data.  Once data is verified by an expert 

the information will change from preliminary to approved.

Metropolitan Council can’t provide a quarterly report so would encourage the District to rely on 

Dakota County’s data, but will have a Metropolitan Council approved annual report for the 

District.

The report will have data analysis report of each creek and what it tell us and then will be able to 

produce a report by the end of April each year. It will not include trends.

Every four to five years will analyze all data collected in previous years at all the creeks, do a 

trend analysis, and relate one stream to other streams.

In the future, Mr. Jouseau requested the District to contact him directly if we are not satisfied 

with receiving reports in a timely manner.
b.  Format for monitoring reports, Rich Brasch, BRAA

Mr. Brasch utilized a power point presentation to present a potential starting point for developing 

a monitoring format for the partners to use consistently.  He showed the different reporting 

aspects from Dakota, Carver and Scott counties. 

8.     PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION
a.  Int. 494 to Penn Avenue report and resolution, John Thene, Wenck Associates, Inc.

The resolution is acceptable to staff members Mr. Malkerson and Mr. Schwalbe.  Mr. Samstad
Submitted a memorandum dated March 21, 2007 attached hereto and made a permanent part of 

the public record responding to Chris Meehan and John Thene’s response memorandum dates 

February 21, 2007 to the board.

President Kremer confirmed that this concept plan is not in MNDot’s 20 year plan and said when 

the project goes to preliminary design, then should look at Mr. Samstad’s concerns.

It was moved and seconded to approve the Resolution 2007-01 Interstate 494 to Penn 

Avenue attached and is hereby made a permanent part of the public record and when the 
MN/Dot project, now presented in concept, goes to preliminary design that Mr. Samstad’s 
concerns addressed in his memorandum dated March 21, 2007 be attached to the 
Resolution as an appendix to the Resolution and to be considered by a future board.  
VOTE: Ayes 3; Nays 1. Motion passed.
It was moved and seconded to send a letter to MN/Dot supporting the grant application 

that will supply funds to update the TP40.  VOTE:  Ayes 4, Nays 0.

b.  Scott SWCD 2006 Monitoring Report & 2007 Monitoring Contract, Jaime Rockney

Ms. Rockney presented the annual report to the board and recommended a temporary study of 
Eagle Creek for one more year.  She indicated that so far everything looks good.

Ms. Rockney suggested that one more event grab be taken and that the Prior Lake outlet channel 

should be looked in cooperation with Prior Lake Spring Lake WD in regards to Dean Lake.

c.Dakota County SWCD Monitoring Report & 2007 Monitoring Contract,Travis Bistodeau
Mr. Bistodiou presented the annual report to the board.
It was moved and seconded to approve the 2007 Monitoring Contracts for Scott County 
SCWD and Dakota County SWCD.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
9.       NEW BUSINESS
a.     Louisville Township education project

Mrs. Ellis presented a potential joint education project to develop a power point presentation 

aimed at youth, 6th graders to 9th graders about what is a watershed district, stormwater, its 
causes and affects for presentation at a workshop followed on another day with a field trip to the 
Minnesota River in Shakopee to see stormwater impacts on the river by doing water quality 
Sampling through Scott SWCD to see sediment collected.  The power point presentation will be 

given to the District for use with other youth groups in the four county area within out District.
It was moved and seconded to fund a not to exceed amount of $600.00 out of the education 

budget to fund Scott County SWCD in developing a power point presentation, handout 
materials and to conduct one workshop for 6th-9th graders.  Louisville Township in 
partnership with Louisville and Jackson Townships and the City of Shakopee.    

VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
10.    OLD BUSINESS

None.

11.     ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

a.   Seminary Fen update

Mr. Schwalbe is in the process of receiving permission from the landowners to transfer 
ownership of the wells from MN/Dot to the District.
The board directed Mr. Schwalbe to send out a letter to Lee Markell requesting a written update 

on the progress of the negotiations for purchase of the fen property.  We should be writing them 

regularly and asking for the status in their negotiations and letting them know we are very 

interested in making progress in the acquisition of the fen property.  Mr. Schwalbe indicated he 

would copy Ross Sublett and Peggy Booth.
b.   Update on dredge sites
Mr. Schwalbe was at a meeting with the USACOE last week and depending on the weather, 
they will be starting the maintenance at our site and as soon as the ice is gone and the river is in 

normal stages they will be doing their soundings to see the conditions of the dredge sites.
Steve Tapp has been promoted, but will attend the May meeting.. Lisa Lund is now our prime 

contact.

c.   Gully Inventory update
The goal of the project is to stop erosion in the feasibility studies that may be conducted in 

addition with other items.  Mr. Schwalbe has visited with all but the City of Chaska and 

Chanhassen but will within the next week and the cities are interested. The City of Eden Prairie 

also completed a gully inventory and both were compared to each other and were very similar.  

Our inventory included location of pipes which they found value in having.  Near Purgatory 

Creek there is a nearby wetland that is being threatened with erosion. Leslie Stovring asked that 

we consider a five-year program to stop the erosion in the contributing cities.  The City of Carver 

has the Spring Creek area showing erosion and they are also interested in resolving the issue.  

Their engineer is contacting Mr. Schwalbe to set a date to review one of the farms that has severe 

erosion. We have asked for a letter from the cities with a request for funding for up to three sites 

to complete feasibility studies.  
d.   MAWD Legislative breakfast
No legislators from our District attended, but there was a good turnout of legislators overall.  
Those legislators disagreed with the Legislative Auditor’s report that indicated the Administrator 
of BWSR be appointed by the Governor.  They were appreciative of the handbook prepared for 

them by BWSR.  Mr. Schwalbe will try and get additional copies of the report for the managers.
12.      DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORT, Bruce Malkerson
a.  Assessment update

Mr. Malkerson said Mr. Schwalbe has been collecting information of the various physical 

characteristics of the various properties that could be assessed and we need to understand those 

characteristics.  Both Mr. Malkerson and Mr. Schwalbe have talked and met several times about 

these properties and there are still two properties that Mr. Schwalbe needed to go review and will 

information from the city.  Also, Mr. Schwalbe needs to prepare either a one-year or five-year 

operations budget to be recommended to the board to determine how often property owners are 

to be assessed. Also need to find out what available resources are out there for taking the dredge 

material off the site, at what cost and how often will the site need to have materials removed.

 More than one should be contacted as there may be several ways these companies operate. Once 
the board approves the budget terms then a date can be set for the public hearing, send notice to 
all the property owners to have them come in to see what they have to say about it.  If the public 
hearing is still set for May 2007, once all the information is collected and a budget put together 
special meetings can be scheduled, if necessary, to prepare for the final documents for the public 
hearing.  Deadline to assess is in November 2007 for 2008 assessment.  President Kremer 
indicated that Hennepin County would like to know about any future assessment information in 
June.  Mr. Malkerson is not sure about that information.
13.    UPCOMING MEETINGS/TOURS/EVENTS

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the following meetings and events with the board.

a.  MGWA Spring Conference “Methods for Solving Complex Groundwater 
Programs”, April 19, 2007
b.   Scott County meeting on “Facilitation of Collaborative Efforts”, March 27, 2007
14.    ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 P.M. VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
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