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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
WORKSHOP MINUTES
Wednesday, June 21, 2006

5:00 PM

City of Chaska Conference Room
GROUNDWATER MONITORING PROGRAM
Rich Brasch of BRAA gave an update on the Groundwater Monitoring Program to the board.

The board may wish to tighten up the accuracy of those discharge measurements at a cost much less than $10,000.

BUDGET:
Terry Schwalbe reviewed the board’s request for assessment and funding survey and the  five year history of revenues and expenditures from 2001-2005 and those materials were in the packet.  The District’s budget and levy process from 2005 was also included.

Volunteer Stream Monitoring: no program established and no requests from anyone.
Chaska Creek: one year left on our contract  $1,800

Chaska Lakes: one year left on our contract   $1,650

Eagle Creek: 
$10,000 budgeted and will be very similar in 2007, but there will be an additional cost for temperature gauging at $50/hour.  Terry will get better numbers for next meeting.

Willow Creek Data Collection :

$10,000 very stable expenditures unless something falls through with Eagan on Nichols, Harnack and Kennealy Creeks.

Groundwater Monitoring Program: Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek monitoring – should get a number from BRAA for the budget

Historical data from Savage Fen put together by the DNR and also the Seminary Fen and Assumption Creek put together by MNDot and forward after MNDot stops monitoring to be placed up on our web site.  Minor initial costs for setup for the monitoring.

I talked to Gun Club Lake WMO. WSB has a lot of data on Harnack, Kennealy and Nichols Fen that hasn’t been reviewed yet and then make some recommendations for those  areas.  The wells haven’t been monitored since 2002 in the area of the Seneca treatment plant.  Through a grant at Gun Club Lake all there work is being done in our District.  They will be asking the District for some financial assistance in addition to the grant and any analysis will be done by WSB as well.

LMR Model-Met Council –Ft. Snelling contract there runs out 12/31/06.  Met Council will let us know what the cost will be to continue to run that site through the District and the board needs to decide if they want to do the monitoring.

Joint Resolutions:
Eden Prairie approved the agreement but the paperwork has been lost by the city so have sent another one for signature.

City of Chanhassen’s attorney will find the agreement with his changes and fax it to us.  

Question today is when will we see their plan update.

Nine Foot Channel Fund:

Assessment meeting with Mr. Malkerson needs to be held.

Assessment doesn’t need to be in the budget as it will be a special assessment levy.

Administrative funds used against the Nine Foot Channel needs to be transferred back to the Nine Foot Channel.  Numbers need to be known by the time we adopt the final budget.

Will have to research back to 2004 minutes.  Also, need to figure out an hourly rate for Terry and Joan, take out vacation and sick days and determine the percentage of time spent on
the Nine Foot Channel fund.

Watershed Assistance Fund:

Fund that the grant money was received from Dakota County that needs to be spent on projects wholly within that county.  Project completed by Mendota Heights and cost for that project is $7,000.  A total of $22,000 remains in this fund.

Potential projects for the Watershed Assistance fund:
City of Burnsville is interested in researching what could be done along the river at Black Dog Road and wanted to know if we were interested in assisting.

MNDot approached Terry about Black Dog Road at 35W needs a beautification project.

Terry said the Burnsville Parks Department was interested in participating.  City public works currently dump their snow at this location.

Funds for the Ft. Snelling fen could be funded through Watershed Assistance Fund.

Also, restoration of the Nichols Fen could be funded through this fund

Manager Samstad asked if the MN River bank stabilization was taken out of this fund or the administrative fund and if so has the money been transferred back to the Watershed Assistance Fund.

What is the time frame for transferring is one question and the other is what was the original intent for using the funds. Staff will research the years 1998-2000.  It was Jim Kepper’s project.

Gully Erosion Inventory:

Will be done by the Civilian Conservation Corp in October 2006.

Inventories will be done in Eden Prairie, Chanhassen and Bloomington.  Bloomington will have the most work and sent very complete gully data plans.

Will spend the 2006 dollars of  $12,500 this year in the inventory

Budget additional $37,500 for the inventories

Budget $150,000 for the implementation (list as new line item in the budget)
Terry will talk with Leslie Stovring to have her check with other departments to see if they have gully issues.

Terry will talk with other departments at Burnsville to see if they have any gully issues.

Greenbelt Acquisition:

Take the dollars from this line item and place it in the Gully Erosion Implementation line item.

Innovative Stormwater Management (formerly Rainwater Gardens):

Terry has given USFWS a September 30, 2006 deadline to complete the project or the funds will be removed.

Terry would like to use some of the money for demonstration rainwater gardens.  They are being pushed by everyone today and there is great interest as an educational tool.  The front of the office building could be turned into a rainwater garden.  Assist cities with funding to implement rainwater gardens and use them for citizen education.

The roof of the office building could be turned into a green roof.

If we turn this line item into a grant program then should have some guidelines/criteria and change the name to Innovative Stormwater Management.

Bloomington Lyndale Ave. Washout
We are waiting for Bloomington to get back to us with their plan of action.
Carver Spring Creek

Waiting on the City of Carver to get back to us with their plan of action.

It was determined by the board that all future cooperative projects should have deadline dates to have the project completed – a not to exceed date  placed on them.

Met Council Nutrient/Sediment
Met Council board declined participation with the District.

Curly Leaf Treatment Study

Study has been done.  Need to contact BRAA to find out if they did the report at Snelling Lake/Gun Club Lake.  







   
10-501 Courthouse /Firemen’s/Clay Hole Lakes BRAA study:

Need to find out if study is completed and if so put the costs billed into this line item 

Boundary Adjustments
The board determined staff should talk to MAC and BWSR about the 22 acres that

drains to us. MCWD is not interested in changing the boundary.

Local Management Plans
Plan updates are coming in and we send them out for review to either BRAA or Wenck.

Staff to make a list of which communities are updating their plans and the budget can remain the same or be increased.
Contingency Reserve
Chaska Lakes could be done.

509 Plan-General
Didn’t discuss.
509 Plan Implementation:

Assumption Creek $2,000 engineering
Nicols Fen/Harnack/Kennealy Creeks – will clarify with BRAA to determine a budget figure

Trout Streams 2 & 4 eliminated because of the Groundwater Monitoring Program report

Trout Stream 7 is being done.

Line item Seminary Fen Acquisition is $150,000
Mr. Malkerson suggested the District take $150,000 per year and put it towards the purchase of the Seminary Fen.  In 2007 we are still committed with the DNR.  Mr. Malkerson agreed and suggested we commit that each year.

Mr. Malkerson added that the District could do a supplemental special levy this fall to put $200-$300,000 towards the Seminary Fen or $1 million over 5 years and make sure you put into management plan with an amendment.

Staff could go to the counties and find out what percentage of our District is single family housing, apartments, townhomes, commercial, retail, etc.  What is each household’s cost?

End of workshop meeting.
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