Approved 8/16/06 as amended

LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT

MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, July 19, 2006

7:00 PM

MINUTES

1.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:11 P.M. on Wednesday, July 19, 2006, in the City of Chaska council chambers, Chaska, MN.
2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
President Len Kremer, Managers Larry Samstad, Ron Kraemer, Kent Francis
Managers Absent:
Manager Ed Schlampp

Also Present:


Terry Schwalbe, District Administrator, Bruce Malkerson, 

District’s Attorney, Joan Ellis, Assistant Administrator, Justin Shingsheim, Boy Scouts of America
3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA
It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda.  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
4.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda after the draft workshop and regular minutes of June 21, 2006 were removed.  President Kremer will work with staff to revise.  Items approved include the May 2006 Treasurer’s Report, the Minutes of May 17, 2006 as amended and the payment of bills.  VOTE: Ayes 5; Nays 0.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The workshop and regular minutes of June 21, 2006 were removed from the Consent Agenda and will be reviewed by President Kremer.
6.
OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.
7.
PRESENTATIONS

None.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION

a.
Justin Zingsheim, Boy Scouts of American request for funding for storm drain stenciling project in working toward his Eagle Scout award

Justin made a presentation to the board and handed out the city’s storm drain map.  There are over 160 storm drains in the area of Hazeltine-Bavaria Creek watershed around his neighborhood.

It was moved and seconded to approve up to $500 funding for materials to assist Justin in completing his project.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

9.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORT, Bruce Malkerson

a.
Cargill dredge material site
Mr. Malkerson reported that the City of Savage had approved a CUP and Terry is working on an on-site wetland mitigation plan for the small road just beyond the diminimus in the southwest corner.
It was moved and seconded to give authority to Mr. Malkerson and Mr. Schwalbe to do what’s necessary to close the purchase of the Cargill property to be used as a dredge storage site in the amount of approximately $286,000.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

10.
EDUCATION COORDINATOR’S REPORT, Joan Ellis
a.
Annual River Tour

An update on the progress of the river tour was given to the board.
11.
MEETINGS AND TOURS

None.
12.
TREASURER’S REPORT

a.
Review and approval of bills for payment for June, 2006
b.
Approve June 2006 Treasurer’s Report

Items a. and b. were approved under the Consent Agenda.
13.
OLD BUSINESS

a.
Benefits discussion
It was moved and seconded to appoint Manager Larry Samstad and Manager Kent Francis as members of the newly formed Personnel Committee.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

It was moved and seconded to hire Mrs. Sara Noah of Noah and Associates to work with the Personnel Committee on a benefits and compensation package for two of the District’s employees at a not to exceed amount of $6,000.  VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

14.
NEW BUSINESS

a.  State of city water resource plans
Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the status of the water resource plans and indicated that most cities are in the process of updating their comp plans and that we should expect to review 2-3 per year and that the City of Mendota has no plan.

It was determined that we should research if the Met Council or the City of Mendota or our District should take Mendota into their plans to help them meet the needed policies and mandates of the District and the federal government.

Mr. Schwalbe was directed to review which city plans were approved after our District plan was approved in 1999.

We also need to clarify the review process of development plans and a letter to cities should be completed.

b.  Assessment 

The board requested a September 2006 Notice of Hearing on the Assessment be completed and supporting information for the assessment be supplied and an October hearing be readied.

c.  Boundary Change

The board directed Mr. Schwalbe to send an email to MAC to have them put their request in writing  about wanting a boundary change from MCWD to LMRWD on the small piece of property not in our District.  The board also requested that Mr. Schwalbe have MAC send the MCWD an email letting them know about their request for a boundary change.

It was moved and seconded that the District develop a resolution in regards to the MAC requested boundary change.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

Mr. Malkerson will work with the District to develop the language for the resolution.

d.  Resignation

Manager Samstad announced that he would like to resign as Treasurer effective at the September 2006 board meeting.

15.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

a.
Update on private dredge site legislation
No update at this time.
b.
Update on the 494 dredge site acquisition 
Mr. Schwalbe indicated that he will contact the Air Force and get a letter of support from them in regards to the private dredge site location.

c.
Update on the Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek

In regards to the T.H. 41, the Phase II report will be completed soon.  The board directed staff to place a link on our web site to that report and the associated monitoring data.  The EIS is the next move forward on this project.
It was moved and seconded to authorize Mr. Schwalbe to speak with necessary legislators before the next board meeting in regards to the dollars set aside for the DNR to use to purchase the Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek property to assure the dollars remain set aside for the purchase of property.

Mr. Samstad would like to make sure there is an adequate buffer established around the fen and creek to protect them.  

It was moved and seconded to add $100,000 to Budget Line Item #10-515 Seminary Fen to make a total of $ 250,000 and if the DNR in 2007 decides not to purchase the property then we will take $100,000 and put it into a new line item called Wetland Buffer and Drainage Easements under the Seminary Fen line item. VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
The board decided this motion should be voted on at the budget meeting in August.
d.  Boiling Springs

Mr. Schwalbe reported that the DNR wanted to manager the easements at Boiling Springs.

Manager Samstad inquired about the report on Boiling Springs the DNR was supposed to produce.

Mr. Schwalbe will look into finding out about the report and the board determined we should receive an annual report.

16.
ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 PM. VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.
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