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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT

MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, August 31, 2005

7:00 PM

MINUTES

l.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, August 31, 2005, in the Scott County Commission Chambers, Shakopee, MN.

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:

President Len Kremer, Managers Ed Schlampp, Larry 





Samstad, Ron Kraemer, Kent Francis

Also Present:


Sue McDermott from the City of Mendota Heights, Bruce 





Malkerson, Terry Schwalbe

3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

4.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  VOTE: 
Ayes 5, Nays 0.  Items approved under the Consent Agenda:

· Minutes of Wednesday July 20, 2005 Board of Manager’s Regular Meeting

· Treasurer’s Report and payment of bills

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of July 20, 2005 were approved under the Consent Agenda.

6.
OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

7.  
PRESENTATIONS

None.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION

a.
Kingsley Estates Slope Erosion 2005 Funding Request, Sue McDermott, 
Mendota Heights
Administrator Schwalbe introduced Sue McDermott, the city engineer for the City of Mendota Heights and briefly described the reasons for attending the meeting.  A recent storm caused erosion which plugged the stormwater pipe crossing beneath Highway 13 in the City of Lilydale and created minor flooding of the roadway.  Ms. McDermott notified Schwalbe about the situation and he met with her and reviewed the site and suggested Ms. McDermott attend the August 31 board meeting to request funding assistance to correct the problem.

Ms. McDermott made a brief presentation describing the situation and presented a preliminary cost estimate of $35,000 to correct the problem.

After brief discussion by the board a motion was made by Manager Kraemer, seconded by Manager Francis to participate in the project with a maximum contribution of $8,500.  Final details will be worked out between Schwalbe and McDermott.   VOTE: Aye 5; Nay 0.
9.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

a.
Summary of Meetings/Conferences

Mr. Schwalbe did a brief summary of meetings attended.

b.
Review of the Minnesota River Tour

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the tour.  The board felt the tour was very successful.

c.
Willow Creek Station 2nd Quarter Preliminary Monitoring Report

Mr. Schwalbe pointed out that a copy of the report was in their packet and if they had any questions to give him a call.

d.
Map of MNDOT System Interchange T.H.41 over the Minnesota River

Mr. Schwalbe drew the board’s attention to this map in their board packet for review.  Managers Samstad and Francis both want to be kept abreast of proceedings on this project.
e.
MAC Response to LMRWD’s Request for Notification of Spills

Manager Kraemer requested that Mr. Schwalbe find out if the Northwest mechanics strike replacements have training in spill response.  President Kremer would like to know what the definition of “significant spills” is Manager Francis would like MAC to supply us with a copy of the Integrated Spill Response and Coordination Plan.
f.
SWCD Agreement for Erosion Control Inspections

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the email from Pete Beckius in regards to billing for technical assistance and erosion control inspections.  Managers felt that paying SWCD to assist agricultural producers would be the same as helping with payment for individual developers on their projects and thus not appropriate.
g.
Met Council Minnesota River Injection

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed Cathy Larson’s email about the krypton injection.
10.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORT, Bruce Malkerson

Mr. Malkerson indicated that he had not heard anything from Cargill.  Mr. Schwalbe said he had been in contact with Jim Rieff at Cargill and he stated that last time he was at corporate, the purchase agreement was sitting on the attorney’s desk waiting for final review and he would contact Mr. Schwalbe as soon as he knew more.  Mr. Schwalbe also informed the managers that the USACOE would be dredging the week of September 19th and would need a place to put the material.  He informed the managers that Kraemer is full and that we needed to make arrangements with Kraemer to get the site clean.  After much discussion by Schwalbe, Malkerson and the board, it was ordered that Schwalbe sees that the site is ready for the USACOE by the 19th. 
11.
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2006 BUDGET

Prior to opening the public hearing on the budget, Schwalbe informed the managers of some changes in numbers regarding current fund balances.  The Cargill dredge site acquisition and second half estimated spending dollars changed from $277,000 to $397,502.38.  This now changes the year end projection from $701,293.64 to $580,791.16 for a fund balance of $1,076,293.64 minus the 2006 budget of $863,602.28 giving the District a projected fund balance of $92,188.88 at the end of 2006.
President Kremer called the public hearing to order for the purpose of considering the adoption of a budget for the Watershed District for the year 2006.  Mr. Schwalbe summarized the budget and the preliminary approval given at the last meeting and noted that the staff is asking the Managers to approve a $250,000 administrative levy.  The additional funds for the budget will be provided from roll over funds from the 2005 budget.

Mr. Schwalbe noted that the notice of public hearing had been published in various newspapers throughout the District as required by law.  The Managers ordered that the Affidavits of Publications be filed with the District’s records.  The Managers reviewed current fund balances and anticipated expenditures for the remainder of this year.  The Managers also discussed several cooperative projects being considered by the District.  A discussion followed during which the Managers noted the need to have sufficient funds available to pay for certain committed cooperative projects with other governmental agencies within the District, to implement the Water Management Plan and to undertake a number of cooperative projects in the future.  There were no other comments from the audience.  The Managers decided to plan for a $100,000 reserve to be available at the end of 2005 to fund operation in 2006 prior to receipt of real estate tax payments.  That $100,000 is not in the following budget.

President Kremer closed the public hearing. 

Following discussion on these matters and the District’s ongoing regulatory practices, the following motion was offered by Manager Kraemer and seconded by Manager Francis:

RESOLVED, that the attached budget  in the total amount of  $863,602.28 for the District’s Administrative fund for calendar year 2006 be adopted pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 103D.911:
A roll call vote on the adoption of the 2006 budget was as follows:

________________________________________Aye_________________Nay________


Kremer




X





Kraemer




X

Francis




X

Samstad




X

Schlampp




X
The resolution was declared adopted.
The Managers considered further the Administrative Fund balance anticipated to exist on December 31, 2006.  During the course of that discussion the Managers reviewed a number of cooperative projects, which have already been committed to, as well as the anticipated projects that the Managers will consider during 2006.  Review of the current financial condition of the District, noting fund balance reserves at this time, was undertaken.

Following that discussion noting the need to levy the maximum amount permitted by law in order to meet the obligations of the District in 2006, it was moved by Manager Kraemer and seconded by Manager Francis, that the total mill levy for 2006 for the District’s Administrative Fund be in the amount of $250,000 pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 103D.911.

President Kremer called for a roll call vote on the adoption of the District’s overall Administrative Fund Levy for 2006.  The roll call was as follows:







Aye


Nay



Kremer


  X


Kraemer


  X


Francis


  X


Samstad


  X


Schlampp


  X
The resolution was declared adopted.
The attached table was presented for the Managers’ consideration with regard to the proposed amounts to be levied in each separate county, based upon the net tax capacities available.
Following review of the table, the Managers adopted the following resolutions setting forth the dollar amounts to be levied by each of the four counties having land lying within the boundaries of the District.  Those resolutions and the vote on the adoption of the resolutions were as follows:

Manager Francis offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Samstad:


RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 9,228.50 be levied

Upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Carver County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2006, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911

A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay

______________________________________________________________________



Kremer



X

  



Kraemer



X


  



Francis



X

  
  



Samstad



X 



Schlampp



X  

The resolution was declared adopted.

Manager Kraemer offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Kremer:


RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 30,126.25 be levied

Upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Dakota County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2006, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911
A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay



Kremer



  X


Kraemer



  X


Francis



  X


Samstad



  X


Schlampp



  X
The resolution was declared adopted.
Manager Kremer offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Kraemer:

RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 117,870.50 be levied

Upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Hennepin County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2006, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911
A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay



Kremer



  X


Kraemer



  X


Francis



  X


Samstad



  X


Schlampp



  X
The resolution was declared adopted.

Manager Samstad offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Francis:

RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 92,774.75 be levied

Upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Scott County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2006, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911
A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay




Kremer


  X



Kraemer


  X



Francis


  X



Samstad


  X



Schlampp


  X
The resolution was declared adopted.

Having declared each separate county administrative fund mill levy unanimously adopted, the administrator was instructed to prepare certified copies of those resolutions and transmit them to the County Auditors and file them with the appropriate governmental agencies as required by law.

12.
UPCOMING MEETINGS/TOURS/EVENTS

a.
U.S. Department of the Interior Invitation to attend a Mississippi River 


Water Resources Scoping Workshop in St. Paul September 8, 2005

The board approved Mr. Schwalbe attending the workshop.
b.
The Minnesota Land Trust Conservation Easements 101 Workshop

The board approved Mr. Schwalbe attending the workshop.
13.
TREASURER’S REPORT, Larry Samstad

a.
Review and approval of bills for payment

b.
Approve August, 2005 Treasurer’s Report

These items were approved under the Consent Agenda.

14.
OLD BUSINESS

a.
Interstate 494 Dredge Site

Mr. Schwalbe informed the managers that Senator McGinn came to our meeting at 5:00 PM and was unable to be at our meeting due to a previous commitment.  He discussed the site with McGinn and emphasized the importance of acquiring that site by the District.
Senator McGinn stated he was meeting with the operations man from MNDOT and would bring up the subject at that meeting.  President Kremer noted that he had sent letters to McGinn, Rhodes and Beard addressing the acquisition of the 494 site by the District.
15. 
NEW BUSINESS

16.
ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:02PM.
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