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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT

MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, September 21, 2005
7:00 PM

MINUTES

1.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, September 21, 2005, in the Scott County Commission Chambers, Shakopee, MN.

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:

President Len Kremer, Managers Ed Schlampp, Larry 





Samstad, Ron Kraemer, Kent Francis

Also Present:


Wally Case, DSU, Mark Janovec, Earth Evans and Rich 





Brasch, BRAA, Jeanette Leete, DNR

3.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Office of President:  Len Kremer and Larry Samstad were nominated. 

VOTE:
   Len Kremer 4 votes
Larry Samstad 1 vote

Len Kremer elected President

Office of Vice President:  Ron Kraemer was nominated.

VOTE:   Ron Kraemer 5 votes    Unanimous approval

Secretary:  Ed Schlampp was nominated

VOTE:   Ed Schlampp 5 votes    Unanimous approval

Treasurer:  Larry Samstad was nominated

VOTE:  Larry Samstad 5 votes    Unanimous approval

Asst. Treasurer:  Kent Francis was nominated

VOTE:  Kent Francis 5 votes       Unanimous approval

4.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

There were no additions or deletions to the agenda.

5.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda  less President Kremer’s removal of the Treasurer’s Report from the Consent Agenda.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
Items approved under the Consent Agenda:

· Minutes of the August 3, 2005 Board Budget Workshop

· Minutes of the August 31, 2005 Regular Board Meeting

· Payment of Bills

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes of August 3 and 31, 2005 were approved under the Consent Agenda.

7.
OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION

a.
Fort Snelling Expansaion, Earth Evans BRAA

Wally Case and Earth Evans  reviewed the proposed first phase of the Department of Veteran Affairs Fort Snelling National Cemetery Gravesite Expansion and Columbarium development.  The project consists of 85.3 acres of disturbance in comparison to the roughly 430 acre cemetery site. Additional impervious surface of 2.2 acres is to be constructed on the south edge of the property.

The reason for board review is that the current site is not covered under a MAC agreement.  Both MN/Dot, MAC and the MPCA are reviewing this project as well.

Mr. Schwalbe’s memo of September 14, 2005 was reviewed by the board and is hereby attached and made a permanent part of the public record.

It was moved and seconded that based on Mr. Schwalbe’s review  and recommendation for approval of the project in his memo of September 14, 2005 the board approved this project.   VOTE:  Ayes 5;  Nays 0.

9.
PRESENTATIONS

a.
Calcareous Fens and Groundwater, Jeanette Leete, DNR

Ms. Leete gave a presentation on calcareous fens and groundwater.

The board discussed with Ms. Leete the memorandum from SRF Consulting Group, Inc. dated September 20, 2004 in regards to installing one three- well nests each in areas 7 and 9 for a cost of $20,000 ($10,000 each).

Ms. Leete was concerned about the impact/disturbance to the Chanhassen Seminary Fen

and agreed to visit the site with Mr. Schwalbe to review installation sites.

It was moved and seconded to approve up to $20,000.00 to install one three-well nest each at areas 7 and 9 at the Chanhassen Seminary Fen subject to specific location approval by Jeannette Leete of the DNR in order to minimize impact to the fen.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
Mr. Malkerson reviewed a September 6, 2005 Seminary Fen meeting he and Mr. Schwalbe attended at the DNR.

It was moved and seconded to authorize Mr. Schwalbe, in writing, to contact the DNR to set up a meeting to inform them that the LMRWD intends to contact the necessary legislators to ask them to have the DNR not re-allocate the $1.5 million currently allocated towards the purchase of the Seminary Fen.  Answers are also requested from the DNR to the questions as part of the letter.  In addition, authorization was given to contact the necessary legislators.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
10.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

a.  
Summary of Meetings/Conference follows b.-j.

b.
Huber Riverfront Park project

BRAA is the engineering firm on this project.

It was moved and seconded to authorize Mr. Schwalbe to contact our second engineering consultant, Wenck and Associates, to review this project and give a report to the board.  In addition, input to the project from Manager Samstad should be included as part of the review.  VOTE:
Ayes 5; Nays 0.

c.
Minnesota River Board Meeting August 22, 2005

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the meeting with the board.
d.
Carver Marsh Water Quality Summary

Mr. Schwalbe indicated that the requested summary from USFWS was included in the board packet.

e.
TH 41 EIS Meeting August 2, 2005

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the meeting with the board and stated that MN/Dot has indicated that final alignments will be ready in two weeks.  Manager Francis and Manager Samstad requested that they be kept informed on this issue.  Mr. Schwalbe stated he would release the information on the final alignments to the managers as soon as he is informed.

f.
Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek meeting of September 6, 2005

This item was covered under Agenda #9.

g.
Minnesota Conservation Corp (MCC) meeting on conducting a gully inventory

Mr. Schwalbe met with the MCC regarding the gully inventory and they are interested in conducting the inventory.  Spring 2006 is the target timeframe that works for the MCC.  The end product will be the data.

Mr. Schwalbe also sent a notice to all the cities  and counties in the District telling them the District was going to do this inventory and to let us know if there are areas of concern that should be noted in the inventory.  Three entities have so far responded.

h.
Water Resource Issues Scoping Workshop

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the workshop with the board.  An important item that came out of the meeting was that USFWS wants cooperation between all entities and avoid duplication between the agencies.  Minutes from the workshop will be distributed to the managers.

i.
MSP Spill Response Plan

Mr. Schwalbe pointed out Mr. Fuhrmann’s September 13, 2005  response to the board’s questions and copy of the Integrated Spill Response and Coordination Plan dated December 7, 2004 that is attached and made a permanent part of the public record.

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed with the board last week’s spill that he was notified of by Mr. Fuhrman.
11.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORT, Bruce Malkerson

a.
Cargill East Dredge Site

Mr. Malkerson stated that he is working on the final property agreement and hasn’t seen the easement language for the road and the pipeline as yet.  He reminded the board that they have previously authorized the President to sign the agreement for the District.

b and c. Research and draft legislation on private dredging.

Mr. Malkerson distributed a more recent memorandum on the private dredge site research to educate the legislators.  He also indicated the draft legislation was included in the board packet for their review.

Mr.  Malkerson has a draft letter to Jim Rhodes, Mike McGinn and Mike Beard in regards to this legislation.

Mr. Schwalbe stated he has gotten three bids on removing dredge material from the Kraemer site and has settled on Wangerin as the vendor at $2.20 or $55,000 total.  They have started removing material.  He also stated the USACOE will begin dredging on 
October 1, 2005.

It was moved and seconded to approve expending up to $55,000.00 to Wangnen for removal of dredge materials from the Kraemer site.  VOTE: Ayes 5; Nays 0.

12.
UPCOMING MEETINGS AND TOURS

Mr. Schwalbe also discussed an upcoming meeting September 27, 2005 at the MPCA in regards to a final NPDES State Disposal System permit being proposed to be released to authorize issuance of a Minnesota River Basin General Phosphorus Permit. 
Mr. Schwalbe told the board he would get them materials from the meeting.

13.
TREASURER’S REPORT

President Kremer told the board portions of his copy of the financials was not readable and requested detail information from the staff on account numbers 4805, 4335 and 4500.

It was moved and seconded to approved the Treasurer’s Report.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
14.
OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Schwalbe told the board that a rental agreement between the City of Chaska and the LMRWD for office space had been sent to Mr. Malkerson who redlined the agreement and sent it back to the city.  The city has agreed to his comments and will incorporate into the agreement.

Mr. Schwalbe is to complete a rental terms sheet and pictures of the building for the next board meeting.

15.
NEW BUSINESS

a.  MPCA August 2005 Draft of the Lower Minnesota River Dissolved Oxygen TMDL Implementation Plan

President Kremer brought the board’s attention to the requested estimated timing of reduction and schedules for wastewater treatment facilities and said the LMRWD should write a letter to encourage the MPCA to reduce the timelines.
It was decided that this item should be on the agenda for October and it was noted that comments on this plan can be made directly to the EPA.

b.
MAWD Resolution Process

President Kremer indicated that MAWD will send out the 2006 proposed resolutions for Mr. Schwalbe to distribute to the board.

c.
IRS Mileage Rate

It was moved and seconded to institute the IRS approved mileage rates.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.
d.
Proposed Minnesota River Watershed Alliance Agreement

Mr. Schwalbe brought the board’s attention to this agreement and that comments are encouraged.

16.
ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 PM.

VOTE:  Ayes 5; Nays 0.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward Schlampp

Secretary
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