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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
MONTHLY MEETING
MINUTES
Wednesday, October 10, 2007

1:00 P.M.
1.  CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 1:00 PM on Wednesday, October 10, 2007, at the Minneapolis Airport Commission offices in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

2.  ROLL CALL

Managers Present:     Len Kremer, Ed Schlampp, Kent Francis
Also Present:             Bruce Malkerson, District’s attorney, staff members Terry Schwalbe 

                                   and Joan Ellis

3.  APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda. VOTE: Ayes 3; Nays 0

4.  CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.
Approved was the September 2007 Regular Board Minutes, September Treasurer’s 

Report and payment of bills.
5.  OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

6.  APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 2007 REGULAR BOARD MINUTES, 
SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT AND PAYMENT OF BILLS

All items approved under the Consent Agenda.

7.  PRESENTATIONS

None.

8.  PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION.

None.

9.  OLD BUSINESS

a. Bluff Creek Erosion

Mr. Schwalbe met with representatives from Metropolitan Council, MPCA, Mn/DOT, City 

of Chanhassen, BWSR, DNR and two board members from Riley Purgatory Watershed 

District to discuss the Bluff Creek erosion problems.  Mn/DOT is spending $50,000 a year to 

remove sediment coming from the erosion at the #101 highway location.  None of the bluff 

area is in our District.  Riley Purgatory WD is more interested in upstream issues and the 

City of Chanhassen does not have the funding to fix the problem.

There was a boundary change with Riley Purgatory and Nine Mile Creek watershed districts 

at one time.  Manager Samstad may know details on the boundary change or the new 

consultant engineers (CH2M) for the District.  The City of Chanhassen will schedule 

follow up meetings to work on solving the erosion problems.

President Kremer indicated there is significant heavy sediment loading contributing to the 
MN River from Bluff Creek, Sand Creek and Carver Creek and we need to encourage the 
City of Chanhassen to petition for a project cooperatively with the Riley Purgatory 

Watershed District, U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the LMRWD to solve the channel erosion 

problem at Bluff Creek as it is costing the District money to dredge the spoil materials, 

suspended solids impairment and discharging additional solids into an already impaired river 

which has caused additional degradation of the quality of the water in the MN River.
BWSR wants the erosion problems fixed as soon as possible.
President Kremer said we should have the Chanhassen Public Works Director to the next 

board meeting following the next Bluff Creek meeting to talk about this issue with the board.

b.  Final approval of the response letter to UMWA
The board directed staff to send the response letter to:

Dick Lambert, MN/Dot Waterways, Representative Mike Beard, Barry Stock, Savage City 

Manager, Craig Ebeling, Burnsville City Manager, Steve Tapp, USACOE, David J. 

Unmacht, Scott County Administrator, Brandt Richardson, Dakota County Administrator, 

David Hemze, Carver County Administrator, and Steve Woods, BWSR.

Representative Michael Beard is going to sponsor carrying bonding funds for the District’s 

dredging operations and the City of Savage thought that was the direction to proceed. The 

board directed Mr. Schwalbe to talk to Mr. Barry Stock at the City of Savage and have him 

put in writing his support for petitioning the special assessment.

Manager Samstad arrived at the meeting at 1:45 P.M.

c.  MAWD legislative resolution implementing a Minnesota River Valley Basin 
Commission and for federal and state funding
Mr. Schwalbe indicated the deadline for submitting the resolution is Friday, October 12, 
2007.
President Kremer said the District should be making some arguments for a basin 

commission other than our own arguments.  There is an implementation plan for the 

dissolved oxygen TMDL’s/nutrient TMDLs and there is no one to coordinate all the 

activities and a basin commission would be the group to accomplish the plan.

President Kremer pointed to Lanning’s bill, Section 3.4 should be utilized to help form the 
resolution for MAWD as it contains much of the message we want to convey.

President Kremer talked with John Jaschke and asked him what his opinion is of basin 

commissions.  He does support one or two basin commissions and would support a 

Minnesota River basin commission.

President Kremer directed staff to contact Shannon Fisher of the MRB to get some additional 

ideas for the resolutions and we should draft the resolution so not to be in opposition with the 

MRB.  Mr. Schwalbe said he will also contact Ray Bohn of MAWD for his lobbying support.

The Port Authority should also be contacted for their support and possible lobbying 

assistance for the legislative bonding bill.

President  Kremer said he did talk to Lambert to find out whether or not the port 

development fund the Port Authority has can be used for maintenance, but he said the 

District should talk to our legislator to see if he can get the law changed.  Mr. Lambert said  

there are other organizations that are more effective than UMWA at lobbying.  He said there 

is a port association which has a lobbyist with a law firm out of St. Paul and President 

Kremer has the name and phone number for staff.

Mr. Schwalbe said he spoke with Representative Beard this week and he directed Mr. 

Schwalbe to talk to staff at the capitol and Mr. Schwalbe told them the District is interested 

in $175,000 for the acquisition of another site and $50,000 for the access development of the 

Cargill site.  Representative Beard will serve as the author for this part of the bonding bill.

At some point we need to find out how we can support Representative Beard through 

MAWD, Port Authority or others.

11.  NEW BUSINESS

a.  Burnsville Loading Assessment and Nondegradation Report

The board agreed that the city is pretty much in conformance with our plan.

b.  Bloomington Nondegradation Plan

The board agreed that the city is pretty much in conformance with our plan.  However, the 

board would like to address the gully inventory with Bloomington. The board directed staff 
to add to Bonestroo’s comments that the city should take 

It was moved and seconded to approve the City of Bloomington’s Nondegradation plan 

comments with the language addition that the city should take the District’s gully 
inventory and develop a priority list of the worst eroded sites and develop a long range 
plan to fix the gully erosion problems. It was also moved to approve the City of 
Burnsville’s Nondegradation plan comments as submitted.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

The City of Chanhassen should be doing the same thing regarding the gully inventory in their 
water resource plan.  Mr. Schwalbe said he has just received their plan and hasn’t reviewed it 

yet.  The board directed Mr. Schwalbe to review the zoning and water quality areas of the 

plan and determine whether or not Bonestroo also needs to review it.
12.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

a.  Seminary Fen

President Kremer said that he spoke with Peggy Booth and she said the appraisal has to be 

re-done as it wasn’t certifiable.  After discussion it was determined to wait for and see what 

the DNR decides to do.

Mr. Schwalbe asked the board for comments on the letter to the Chairman of the Scott 

County Board.  Manager Francis said in the second paragraph, last sentence on page two we should state that sentence as “… accelerate acquisition, restoration and protection efforts of the Seminary Fen and other critical natural resources such as Chaska Lake.” 

b.  Update on dredge sites
Mr. Schwalbe reported there is one quote received this morning and one still due this 

afternoon.  The quote to do the minimal amount of work at the Cargill site as the board 

directed is over $26,000.  He will talk with them to negotiate the price.

Manager Francis left the meeting at 2:45 PM

c.  Gully Inventory update
Mr. Schwalbe stated that the MCC will do the south of the MN river inventory for the 
District and will start as soon as the leaves are off the trees.  Eden Prairie is having 

neighborhood meetings to inform them about the work the city is doing on their gully erosion 

issues.

President Kremer inquired if a map will be prepared for the gully inventory.  Mr. Schwalbe 

will meet with MCC and Bonestroo to make sure the data can easily and readily be accessible 

to all.  Also, he will check to see if the MCC can do the map.
d.  Special Assessment update

Mr. Schwalbe will contact the City of Savage and ask for a letter of support for a special 

assessment.  President Kremer said we should also contact the City of Burnsville, Scott and 

Dakota counties for similar letters.

e.  BWSR’s Clean Water Legacy Implementation

Mr. Schwalbe didn’t make the meeting, but will contact BWSR to find out what happened at 

the meeting.

13.  DISTRICT’S ATTORNEY REPORT

None.

14.  MEETINGS AND TOURS

a.  Upper Mississippi River Basin States Cooperators’ Roundtable for the USGS Water 

Program, November 1,2, Dubuque, Iowa

Mr .Schwalbe would like to attend this conference.

b.  Messaging Training, sponsored by MAWD, October 16 or 24, 2007

Mr. Schwalbe would like to attend this conference.

15. ADJOURN
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