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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT

MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, November 15, 2006
7:00 PM

MINUTES

I.
CALL TO ORDER

Secretary Francis called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:10 PM on Wednesday, November 15, 2006, in the City of Chaska Council Chambers, Chaska, Minnesota.

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
Managers Larry Samstad, Kent Francis, and Ed Schlampp

Also Present:
Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis, staff

Greg Zeck, District webmaster consultant
3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Manager Samstad requested that agenda items 12.b. and 12.c be placed after agenda item 6. on the agenda. 

Mr. Schwalbe requested that 14.b be placed after 7.a. on the agenda. 

It was moved and seconded to approve the amended agenda.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

4.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as presented including the October 18, 2006 minutes, the Review and approval of bills for payment and the October 2006 Treasurer’s Report. VOTE: Ayes: 3   Nays: 0

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a.
Approval of September 20, 2006 Regular Board Minutes
This item approved under the Consent Agenda.

6.
OPEN FORUM
No one spoke.

12.b.   Administrator’s salary review historical documents
After discussion it was moved and seconded for Mr. Schwalbe to bring a draft proposal on salary, benefits and contract to the Personnel Committee at least two weeks prior to the January 2007 board meeting for discussion and then the Personnel Committee will bring final proposal to the January 2007 board meeting after changes are made, if any, to the proposal.  Further, the items in the proposal are to be presented to the Personnel Committee and the board separately as:

1. Salary

2. Benefits

3. Contract. 

VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

12.c.  Discussion about health care benefit funding assistance for private family insurance.

Mr. Schwalbe requested that this item be postponed until his draft proposal is presented to the Personnel Committee.

Manager Francis said he is available the last week in December to meet.

7.
PRESENTATIONS

a.
Web site update, Greg Zeck 
Mr. Zeck presented statistics on web site activity and it appears that Mondays are heavy visit days so new information should be up on the web site in advance of Monday visits.

14.b.   Update on dredge sites

Mr. Schwalbe completed a slide presentation on previous and current potential dredge sites and explained why those in the past have been eliminated for consideration.  He indicated the best potential site is the Power Line site and that he has already spoken with the military and they are not opposed to the potential dredge site location.  Mr. Schwalbe will be contacting NSP to determine if they will work with us on an easement.  
10.   Upcoming Meetings/ Tours/ Events

Mr. Schwalbe reminded the board that MAWD Convention is November 30-December 2, 2006.

11.  Treasurer’s Report

a.    Review and approval of bills for payment*
This item approved under the Consent Agenda. 

b.    Approve October 2006 Treasurer’s Report

This item approved under the Consent Agenda.

12.
OLD BUSINESS

a.   Carver County conclusions for compensation package
Mr. Schwalbe indicated he has not had a chance to formally meet with any commissioners because he was waiting for the outcome of the local elections.
12.b. and 12.c. located in these minutes following agenda item 6. Open Forum.

12.d. and 12. e.

It was moved and seconded to postpone to the December 2006 board meeting items 12.d. Municipal plan review status and 12.e. Municipal plat review policy due to the absence of President Kremer.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.
f.  Revised report on four county data collection showing buildable land

Mr. Schwalbe pointed out the revised spreadsheet in the board packets showing the 

buildable land with the district.  Manager Samstad pointed out that there are parcels of land purchased for dredge sites that the district still owns and if you look at the plan of 1965 behind the parcels were work areas that were only easements.

13.  NEW BUSINESS

a.  Appoint two delegates for MAWD convention meeting

It was moved and seconded to appoint Ed Schlampp and Larry Samstad to represent the district at the MAWD convention meeting.   VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

b.  Kraemer Mining and Materials, Inc. dredge material disposal lease agreement

It was moved and seconded to authorize Mr. Schwalbe to investigate the Kraemer Mining and Materials, Inc. new lease.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

It was noted that the district has one year from January 2007 to complete a lease.

13.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

a.  Update on Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek

Mr. Schwalbe talked about the meeting with the Wetterlin’s and DNR.  The Wetterlin’s stated that there would be no deal unless they are guaranteed they can develop the 40 acres upland with no restrictions.  The DNR said because Assumption Creek partially goes through this area they would have to investigate further whether that would be possible because it is a designated trout stream.

The Wetterlin’s also indicated they would not allow any burning on the property or buckthorn removal under a Challenge Grant that the DNR was going to apply for to complete.
Mr. Schwalbe indicated that the most “pristine” part of the Seminary Fen is not on the Wetterlin’s property but on the Harold Hess property so would like to meet with the DNR again to see what would be involved in buying the Hess property.

It was moved and seconded to authorize Mr. Schwalbe to continue negotiations with the DNR in regards to preserving the Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek property.   VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

Mr. Schwalbe stated the DNR had asked the district to look at writing a fen management plan for the Seminary Fen.  Mr. Schwalbe did some investigation and stated it would take 12-18 months to write and have approved a plan and by then the DNR legislative approved money would be spent elsewhere.
b.  Update on dredge sites

This item was discussed in the minutes after item 7. Presentations. 

c.  Report on the November 2, 2006 ADA meeting

Mr. Schwalbe updated the board on the ADA meeting held November 2, 2006 and indicated there would be a full presentation at the MAWD convention.

d.  Gully inventory update

Mr. Schwalbe indicated that the work was moving along quickly and smoothly with no issues and should be completed shortly.

15.  ADJOURN

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 P.M.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.
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