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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
MONTHLY MEETING
MINUTES
Wednesday, November 21, 2007

7:00 P.M.
1.  CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at  7:00 PM on Wednesday, November 21,  2007, in the Council Chambers at the City of Chaska, Chaska, Minnesota.

2.  ROLL CALL

Managers Present:     Len Kremer, Ed Schlampp, Kent Francis, Larry Samstad
Also Present:             Jerry Hennen, Scott County Commissioner, Bruce Malkerson, District’s attorney, staff members Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis

3.  APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

Manager Samstad inquired about having Mn/DOT attend a meeting to talk about 

TP40.  President Kremer indicated that revising TP40 is a two-year project.  Manager 

Samstad requested Andrea Hendrickson, Mn/DOT attend a future meeting.
It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda. VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0

4.  CONSENT AGENDA

President Kremer requested the Treasurer’s Report and the 2008 Levy be removed from the 
Consent Agenda.

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda with the October 

Treasurer’s Report removed.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
5.  OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

6.  APPROVAL OF OCTOBER REGULAR BOARD MINUTES, 
SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT AND PAYMENT OF BILLS

The October Regular Board minutes and payment of bills were approved under the Consent 
Agenda.  President Kremer inquired about the Account 10-545 BWSR Challenge Grant 
finances on the October financial Report with Mr. Schwalbe.  Mr. Schwalbe directed the 

board toward the General Ledger.  The District received two payments, one in May 2006 for 

$12,500.00 and the second one in October 2006 for $12,500 for a total of $25,000.00 for the 

total grant. The District’s expense was the installation of the Seminary Fen well.  

It was then moved and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  
VOTE: Ayes 4; Nays 0.

7.  PRESENTATIONS

None.

8.  PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION.

a.  Appoint two delegates for the 2007 MAWD Convention November 29-December 1.
It was moved and seconded to appoint Managers Samstad and Schlampp as the 2007 
MAWD Convention delegates.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

b.  Approve 2008 Scott County Water Conservation District’s Monitoring Contract

Scott County SWCD conducts water quality monitoring at Eagle Creek and Savage Fen.

It was moved and seconded to approve the 2008 Scott County SWCD Monitoring Contract.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
c.  Approve 2008 Carver County Environmental Services Monitoring Contract

After brief discussion, it was moved and seconded to approve the 2008 Carver County Environmental Services Monitoring Contract.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
d.  Approve 2008 HLB Tautges Redpath Audit Agreement
After discussion, it was moved and seconded to approve the 2008 HLB Tautges Redpath Audit Agreement.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

e.  City of Shakopee Nondegradation Plan for approval

After discussion, it was moved and seconded to approve the City of Shakopee Nondegradation Plan as reviewed by Bonestroo.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

In regards to the City of Chanhassen’s Comp Plan, Terry is reviewing the plan now. The plan discusses Bluff Creek but there is no plan laid out in the plan.  There is a meeting scheduled with various agencies to discuss the Bluff Creek issues.  Their Nondegradation plan is scheduled to be out in January 2008.
f.  Port Authority Development Assistance Fund
President Kremer spoke with the Port Authority’s attorney and requested Mr. Malkerson also speak with the Port Authority’s attorney which he did to see if there is anything he can do to place $225,000 in funds into the state bonding bill to reimburse the District for their costs associated with the Nine-foot Channel dredge site acquisition and other associated costs with site preparation. The memorandum from the Port Authority’s attorney should be sent to Mike Beard to see if he agrees with the analysis and if they are of the same state bonding bill or different bills.  President Kremer indicated he thinks we should look at every avenue of funding that we can.
President Kremer indicated that in talking with the Port Authority attorney he thought that we could request funds for acquisition of both dredge sites even though we have already acquired one site.  So the $225,000 indicated could be raised to what we actually paid or owe as a loan from the Administrative fund for the acquisition of the Cargill site.  Also, may be able to receive funding for the design for the development of the site.
It was recommended that Mr. Schwalbe talk with Representative Beard about both state bonding approaches for funding:  1) through Rep. Beard or 2) Port Authority or both.

The bill needs to be introduced when the next session opens February 12, 2008.  The current list of projects being introduced are being toured by legislators at this time.

The District authorized up to two hours for the Port Authority’s attorney.
9.  OLD BUSINESS

a. Final approval of the 2008 Levy*
Mr. Schwalbe explained that he did not receive any communications from the board 

managers in regards to the 2008 levy so the preliminary levy previously approved remains 

the same.  The total budget is $723,657 with a $250,000 Administrative levy and a 2008 

Project levy of $150,000.

It should be noted that Manager Kraemer representing Dakota County was absent.  Following discussion on these matters and the District’s ongoing regulatory practices, the following motion was offered by Manager Schlampp and seconded by Manager Francis:

RESOLVED, that the attached budget  in the total amount of  $723,657 for the District’s Administrative fund for calendar year 2008 be adopted pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 103D.911:
A roll call vote on the adoption of the 2008 budget was as follows:

________________________________________Aye_________________Nay________


Kremer




X


Kraemer

Absent







Francis




X



          

Samstad




X


          


Schlampp




X

          




The resolution was declared adopted.
The Managers considered further the Administrative Fund balance anticipated to exist on December 31, 2007.  During the course of that discussion the Managers reviewed a number of cooperative projects, which have already been committed to, as well as the anticipated projects that the Managers will consider during 2008.  Review of the current financial condition of the District, noting fund balance reserves at this time, was undertaken.

Following that discussion noting the need to levy the maximum amount permitted by law in order to meet the obligations of the District in 2008, it was moved by Manager Schlampp and seconded by Manager Francis, that the total mill levy for 2008 for the District’s Administrative Fund be in the amount of $250,000 pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 103D.911.

Manager Kremer called for a roll call vote on the adoption of the District’s overall Administrative Fund Levy for 2008.  The roll call was as follows:







Aye


Nay



Kremer


X


   

  



Kraemer
Absent



   
  



Francis


X



  



Samstad


X




  



Schlampp


X


 

  

The resolution was declared adopted.
The attached table was presented for the Managers’ consideration with regard to the proposed amounts to be levied in each separate county, based upon the net tax capacities available.

Following review of the table, the Managers adopted the following resolutions setting forth the dollar amounts to be levied by each of the four counties having land lying within the boundaries of the District.  Those resolutions and the vote on the adoption of the resolutions were as follows:

Manager Francis offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Kremer:


RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 15,784.00 be levied

upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Carver County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2008, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911

A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay

______________________________________________________________________



Kremer



X






Kraemer
Absent



 




Francis



X



  


Samstad



X



 


Schlampp



X



 


  

The resolution was declared adopted.

Manager Kremer offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Samstad:


RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 51,243.00 be levied

upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Dakota County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2008, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911
A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay



Kremer



X





  
Kraemer
Absent



 


  



Francis



X



Samstad



X


 



Schlampp



X

  

The resolution was declared adopted.
Manager Schlampp offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Kremer:

RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 185,772.00 be levied

upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Hennepin County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2008, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911
A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay



Kremer



X






Kraemer
Absent


  



Francis



X

  



Samstad



X

  



Schlampp



X


  

The resolution was declared adopted.

Manager Samstad offered the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded by Manager Francis:

RESOLVED, that a mill rate sufficient to produce $ 147,201.00 be levied

upon all taxable property in the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District, Scott County, State of Minnesota, for the year 2008, for the purpose of paying the administrative expenses of the District as provided in Minnesota Statutes, Sections 103D.911
A roll call vote on the adoption of the resolution was as follows:








Aye


Nay




Kremer


X



  




Kraemer
Absent

  




Francis


 X



Samstad


X

  




Schlampp


X

  

The resolution was declared adopted.

Having declared each separate county administrative fund mill levy unanimously adopted, the administrator was instructed to prepare certified copies of those resolutions and transmit them to the County Auditors and file them with the appropriate governmental agencies as required by law.

10. NEW BUSINESS

None.
11.  EDUCATION

Mrs. Ellis reviewed the packet of information in board packets about Metro Blooms rain water garden workshops.  She indicated she is interested in the District contracting with Metro Blooms to conduct two A workshops and one B workshop in the Savage and Shakopee areas in 2008 in potential collaboration with the cities of Savage and Shakopee and Great River Greening to educate the public about the benefits of rain water garden and the proper installation of same.  Mrs. Ellis also showed the board the Blue Thumb Guide to Raingardens developed by Rusty Schmidt, wildlife biologist and landscape ecologist, who also conducts the Metro Blooms A workshops.  Her goal is to purchase 200 raingarden books at wholesale cost of $9.00 each to distribute at the A workshops and also begin an inventory of the book.  Mrs. Ellis said she would bring a proposal to the board after she had met with other potential partners.
11.  ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
a.  Seminary Fen / Assumption Creek update

Mr. Schwalbe said Peggy Booth indicated the first appraisal did not meet the standards of the 
DNR so they will have to go out for a new appraisal which could take up to two months. 

 After lengthy discussion 

It was moved and seconded for Mr. Schwalbe and Mr. Malkerson to 1) have a 
conference call with the Peggy Booth ,DNR,  to find out what the DNR is talking about 
when they indicate to the appraiser that the DNR is coming in with a number that will 
work for the 100 acres and what else are they indicating to the appraiser; and to her 
know that we are scheduling a meeting with Representative Joe Hoppe to bring him up 
to date on the status of the acquisition process once the appraisal is in; and 2).  set up a 
meeting when the appraisal is in at mid-to-end of  January, 2008 between the 
DNR,  Representative Joe Hoppe and possibly other DNR funding original bill 
legislators after the appraisal is in to update them on the Seminary Fen/Assumption 
creek acquisition process.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
b.  Legislative Bonding Bill
Previously discussed under 8.f.

c.  Update on Dredge Sites
Mr. Schwalbe was directed to meet with the City of Savage to find out about having the city 

petition a project for us.

d.  Gully inventory update

The MCC has completed the inventory on the south side of the Minnesota River.

A letter went out to necessary cities requesting collaborative gully erosion projects.  No 

responses was received.  

It was moved and seconded for Bonestroo to put MCC’s north and south gully erosion 

data on maps then onto CDs for the District, the web site and the cities at a not to 
exceed cost of $2,500.00.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
e.  Erosion issues update:  Bluff Creek, Carver Creek, Sand Creek Watershed, Credit 

River
Mr. Schwalbe met with the City of Chanhassen on the erosion issue.  There will be a meeting 

Monday, November 26, 2007 with the stakeholders U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Mn/DOT, 

Chanhassen, Riley Purgatory WD (RPWD) to continue the discussion on erosion at Bluff 

Creek.  Mr. Schwalbe said there are discrepancies with what Mn/DOT is telling us according 

to Paul Haik, attorney for Riley Purgatory WD.  Apparently there is an agreement between 

Mn/DOT and RPWD for the #101 Bridge replacement two years ago that Mn/DOT has to go 

in to correct erosion issues.  There may be funds available to put in a stilling basin as the 

City of Chanhassen suggested so it is easily accessible for maintenance.  Also at 212 and 101 

there is a Park & Ride area that should be looked at for the same placement.  Two of the 

RPWD managers walked the from the 101 crossing and when they got 300 yards downstream 

it turns into variegated stream that dissipates into the Minnesota River.
President Kremer stated that what the District wants is to stabilize the valley so the erosion 

stops.

Manager Samstad asked if there a map of Bluff Creek with contours.  

Mr. Schwalbe was directed to get pictures and information on Bluff Creek from the City of 

Chanhassen for the December board meeting.

Mr. Schwalbe said Scott County walked all of Sand Creek and Credit River channels to find 
out the stability of the creeks. Mr. Schwalbe is get their report to the board.

Carver County is committed to solving their issues.  Met Council is doing the modeling on 

Carver Creek right now.  In Carver County’s plan is on their website and they talk about 

monitoring but no projects in the streams and creeks. 

Mr. Schwalbe is to pull together the last 4-5 years Carver County data on total suspended 
solids in those creeks to see if there is any noticeable reductions in loadings to find out if 
what their doing as part of their plan is having any affect. Met Council should have 

information for us.
Mr. Schwalbe talked with Paul Haik about RPWD updated plan.  Their plan is not done. It’s 

expected to be put out to the public in February 2008 Apparently their new plan’s budget is 

for projects totaling $20 million none of which address Bluff Creek – they address lakes.

f.  Update on MAWD’s legislative resolution implementing a Minnesota River Valley 
Basin Commission and for federal and state funding.
Mr. Schwalbe said he made a presentation to the Minnesota River Board on the MAWD 

resolution for a Minnesota River Valley Basin Commission.  
Jerry Hennen, Scott County Commissioner, said Mr. Schwalbe did an excellent job of 

presenting to the MRB.  Further discussion ensued.
Mr. Schwalbe will put together copies of the resolution for Managers Samstad and 

Schlampp for discussion at the MAWD convention in December.
Mrs. Ellis reviewed the “FYI” materials with the board including the monitoring reports for 

Eagle Creek and the potential Governor’s award for Blue Thumb of which we are a partner, 

and the Carver County Water Festival letters from children that attended for which we 

donated $400 toward transportation.
President Kremer and Manager Samstad agreed that they appreciate the timeliness of the 

monitoring reports now.  President Kremer asked for groundwater data they are collecting 

with a comparison between this year and past years.
15. ADJOURN
It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM. 
VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
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