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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT
MINUTES

Wednesday, December 19, 2007

7:00 PM

1.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, December 19, 2007 in the Council Chambers at the City of Chaska, Chaska, Minnesota

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
Len Kremer, Ed Schlampp, Larry Samstad

Also Present:

Brian Griedl, City of Bloomington; Leslie Stovring, City of Eden Prairie; 

Walter C. Eshenaur, P.E. at SRF Consulting; District’s Attorney, Bruce Malkerson and staff members Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis


3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

4.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the consent agenda.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

Approved are the Treasurer’s Report and payment of bills, the August 2, 2007 and September 13, 2007 2008 Budget Workshop Minutes.
5.
OPEN FORUM

No one spoke.

6.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 8, 2007 BUDGET WORKSHOP MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 13, 2007 BUDGET WORKSHOP MINUTES, TREASURER’S REPORT AND PAYMENT OF BILLS

Approved under the Consent Agenda.

7.
PRESENTATIONS

There were none.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION
a.
City of Bloomington Lyndale Avenue washout feasibility study, Brian Gruidl

Mr. Griedl reviewed the proposed project with the board. Estimated total cost is $100,000.00.  They will design inside and  construct outside.    The city will also provide us with final plans to review control flow.   The board is considering funding up to 50% of the project with a not-to-exceed figure to be determined as they get closer to construction.

It was moved and seconded for legal staff to develop an agreement with the City of Bloomington with the Lower MN River Watershed District funding not to exceed 50% of the total project cost of $100,000 to be completed by Spring 2009.  The board will have an opportunity to review the construction plans.  Payment to be made after project completion.

Discussion:  Final plans must be approved by the Lower MN River Watershed District board.

A friendly amendment was made by President Kremer “A friendly amendment was made by President Kremer that there be developed by legal staff a contract with both the City of Bloomington and the City of Eden Prairie”.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.
The City of Bloomington is well on their way in prioritizing the work the MCC did for the District.

b.
City of Eden Prairie Gully Inventory Study Area & Proposal, Leslie Stovring and Walter C. Eshenaur, P.E. at SRF Consulting
Leslie Stovring reviewed the proposed gully inventory project and stated that the draft prioritizing list will be done the first week in January 2008.  Study Areas 1 and 2 reports are almost complete, Study Area Road is Old Riverview Road will take more thought before bringing it to the board plus 
Study Area 4 is the area being discussed tonight. The homeowner right below Riverview Road is receiving discharge from the road and the bank by Riverview Road is full of seeps and is badly eroded.
Also the homeowner has been trying to do some of the work himself and DNR stopped him and told him to remove the concrete blocks he had installed.

Mr. Eshenaur review Study Area 4 with the board.  The project would be done over winter 2007 and finished by the end of Spring 2008.  Draft for Area 4 will be ready January 2008.  Study Areas 1-3 will be done in 2008-09.
It was moved and seconded develop a similar agreement to that of Bloomington’s for the City of Eden Prairie for reimbursement of 50% or a not to exceed amount of $75,000 of the $150,000.00 total cost based on the concept plans. Board will review and approve the final construction plans before construction begins with construction to be complete by March 2009.
VOTE:  Ayes 2; Nays 1.
c.
Mn/DOT SP1981-114  I-35W Lane addition in the Cities of Bloomington and Burnsville report from Bonestroo

Mr. Schwalbe explained Mn/DOT adding a land to I35-W to four lanes thereby adding an HOV lane with no shoulder and recommended approval.

It was moved and seconded to approve the Bonestroo report on I35-W and write a letter to Mn/DOT and City of Burnsville stating that we think there should be water

quality ponding as part of this additional lane project as well as the recommendations made by Bonestroo.    VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.

d.
CSAH 1 – Hennepin County report from Bonestroo

Mr. Schwalbe explained the reconstruction project adding Bonestroo’s comment that they recommend a maintenance plan be developed as to how future maintenance will be done and who will be responsible if they do not have a maintenance plan in place.
It was moved and seconded to approve the Hennepin County CSAH 1 reconstruction project being constructed by Hennepin County and approve Bonestroo’s report except for number 4 that  language be added to ask who is contractually responsible for maintenance on this project.  VOTE:   Ayes 3;  Nays 0.

e.
2008 Metro Children’s Water Festival donation

It was moved and seconded to approve $500.00 for the 2008 festival.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.
9.
OLD BUSINESS

a.
NPDES inspection for construction activity for the reconstruction of Runway 12R-30L at the Minneapolis/St. Paul airport.  

The board reviewed the reports completed by Carver County and requested a letter be sent to MAC with a copy of the Carver County report.
10.
NEW BUSINESS

11.
ADMINISTRATOR REPORT

a.
Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek update
Mr. Schwalbe met with Alan and Sam Wetterlin.  He showed the approximate 111 acres available leaving 40 acres for development.  The Harold Hess property has the best fen area even over the Wetterlin’s property.
It was moved and seconded that Mr. Schwalbe to contact the City of Chanhassen to see if they have any contacts with the relevant property owners on or near the fen.  Carver County also has all information Mr. Schwalbe can develop.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.
Mr. Schwalbe should contact followed with a letter to the Hess estate heirs to see if they would be interested in gifting the property we are interested in.


Manager Samstad said before we go to homeowners we should define what easement(s) we want.
Contact Jeannette Leete to have her delineate the area of buffer that’s necessary to maintain plus any other area needed to restore the fen.
b.  Legislative Bonding Bill
Mr. Schwalbe directed to talk with Representative Mike Beard to determine the best avenue for the state bonding bill.  Mr. Schwalbe to talk with Dakota County for support and to try again to reach Scott County and the City of Shakopee.

c.  Update on dredge sites

Mr. Schwalbe stated he had finally received the second construction bid for the Cargill site from Olson Construction.  It came in just under $20,000.  He will find out how long the bid is in effect.  Mr. Schwalbe to contact the City of Savage to have them petition us.
d.  Gully Inventory

Mr. Schwalbe said that Bonestroo is currently doing the GIS work on the gully inventory.  Managers are to receive a copy of the final product.

e.  Erosion issues update:  Bluff Creek, Carver Creek, Sand Creek Watershed, Credit River

The board requested the reports on Bluff Creek be distributed at the January 2008 meeting.

The board discussed the stakeholder meeting notes of November 26, 2007.

The board requested the following of Mr. Schwalbe:

1.  Phone or face-to-face meeting with Chris Zadak, MPCA , to find out what their interim action will be at Bluff Creek until the TMDL implementation.

2.  Phone conversation with Riley-Purgatory WD, followed up with a letter with copy to the City of 

Chanhassen, if necessary, stating the District is concerned about the priority they placed on the Bluff Creek project and that the board would like to meet with them to see how we can resolve the erosion issues.  Two board managers and Mr. Malkerson are to review the letter.

f.  Update on MAWD’s legislative resolution establishing a Minnesota River Valley Basin Commission with state and federal funding

The board determined the need for a qualified lobbyist.

It was moved and seconded authorizing Mr. Schwalbe and Mr. Malkerson to hire a lobbyist at a not to exceed figure of $10,000.  VOTE:  Ayes 3; Nays 0.
The board directed Mr. Schwalbe to contact Jim Rhodes at the Governor’s office for name(s) of qualified lobbyists.
The MRB has requested a meeting with the District to discuss this potential commission. The meeting will be public noticed at the office and on the web site.
g.  Carver County Turbidy TMDL Work Plan

Plan was presented to the board. Mr. Schwalbe was directed to contact Greg Aamodt to find out information about the work schedules and costs for Sand Creek, Carver Creek, Credit River.

h.  Carver and Bevens Creek Watersheds Work Plan

Plans were presented to the board.

i.  Notes from October 1-3, 2007 Waterway Council Symposium

Mr. Schwalbe indicated the notes were in their packet for their review. 

12.  DISTRICT’S ATTORNEY REPORT

No report.

13.  UPCOMING MEETINGS/TOURS/EVENTS
a.  2008 MEI legislative preview, January 17, 2008

Mr. Schwalbe directed the board’s attention to this upcoming meeting.

14.  ADJOURN

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 PM.
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