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LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER WATERSHED DISTRICT

MONTHLY MEETING

Wednesday, December 20, 2006
7:00 PM

MINUTES

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President Kremer called the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the Lower Minnesota River Watershed District to order at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, December 20, 2006, in the City of Chaska Council Chambers, Chaska, Minnesota.

2.
ROLL CALL

Managers Present:
Len Kremer, Larry Samstad, Kent Francis, and Ed Schlampp

Also Present:
Terry Schwalbe and Joan Ellis, staff

Clint Gergen, Cenex Harvest States

Greg Genz, private barge industry
3.
APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the agenda.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
4.
CONSENT AGENDA

It was moved and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda as presented including the June 21, 2006 Workshop and Regular minutes, the November 15, 2006 regular minutes, the Review and approval of bills for payment and the November 2006 Treasurer’s Report. VOTE: Ayes: 4 Nays: 0.
President Kremer told staff he would like to review the 2006 finances at the January 2007 board meeting and at the July 2007 board meeting review the first six months of 2007.
5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a.
Approval of June 21, 2006 Workshop minutes

b.         Approval of June 21, 2006 Regular minutes

c.         Approval of November 15, 2006 Regular minutes
These items approved under the Consent Agenda.

6.
OPEN FORUM
Clint Gergen of Cenex Harvest States gave a brief presentation on his company.  They shipped 1,480 barges in 2006 which is 1,000 less grain in history on the Minnesota River.  He indicated that the Minnesota River is more important today than any other time in history.  They are trying to lower the cost of transportation on the river to assist farmers and turkey growers.
7.  
PRESENTATIONS
None.

8.
PRESENTATIONS FOR BOARD ACTION

a.
I-494 Drainage Alternatives Analysis, John Thene, Wenck & Associates

Mr. Thene did not attend the meeting.  This item will be placed on the January 2007 board agenda.

9.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY REPORT, Bruce Malkerson

Mr. Malkerson said he had received a data report on assessments late Monday, December 20, 2006 and will review the data.

President Kremer said the board needs to know what to assess, why and how we assess with some options for the board to discuss and decide upon a plan from staff and Mr. Malkerson at the January 2007 meeting.

It was determined that Mr. Malkerson and Mr. Schwalbe will meet to discuss these items and then meet with the barge owners to include them in the discussions about an assessment.

10.   Upcoming Meetings/ Tours/ Events

a.     MRB Minnesota River Summit, New Ulm 1/10-1/11/07
Mr. Schwalbe and a board member have been invited to attend.  President Kremer said he will attend and make a presentation.

It was moved and seconded for President Kremer to consult with Mr. Malkerson to develop the presentation.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
Mr. Samstad said the Water Resource Board and BWSR have never gone out to rural areas and told them they would cover them with watersheds.  President Kremer agrees with Mr. Samstad.

President Kremer said the new head of BWSR is John Jaschke.

11.  TREASURER’S REPORT
a.    Review and approval of bills for payment*
This item approved under the Consent Agenda. 

b.    Approve November 2006 Treasurer’s Report*
This item approved under the Consent Agenda.

12.
OLD BUSINESS

a. 
 Municipal plan review status
b.
Municipal plat review policy 
It was determined that staff needs to develop a plan for the City of Mendota and the  two townships in our District as to how they will be in compliance with our 509 Plan. In regards to the City of Mendota Mr. Malkerson said they can develop their own plan or adopt ours by reference.  The board directed Mr. Schwalbe to send a letter to the City of Mendota stating that the District wishes to be of assistance and inquiring if they will develop their own plan or adopt ours by reference.

Mr. Schwalbe was directed to do some research with Scott County and determine the best solution to having the townships in compliance with our plan.

It was moved and seconded for staff to develop a draft agreement for City of Mendota and have Mr. Malkerson review it before it goes before the board for adoption and then send to the city’s law firm to review.
13.
NEW BUSINESS
None.

14.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

a.  Update on Seminary Fen/Assumption Creek

Ross Sublett met with Sam Wetterlin to look at the portion Mr. Wetterlin said was dry.  The DNR agreed to remove by section line but believes there are still some trout stream regulations to review.  Mr. Dan Tigg of Great River Greening talked to Mr. Wetterlin about some restoration of the area.
Apparently there is a peat dome northeast of the Wetterlin property on the Hess property that is pristine and very valuable.  The City of Chanhassen suggested to Mr. Schwalbe that he contact Mr. Hess to see if he is interested in selling this pristine area.

The board requested staff to retrieve aerial photos of the area with area properties located on the same map.  Mr. Schwalbe indicated the City of Chanhassen would no doubt have that information and he will follow through with them.

b.  Update on dredge sites

Mr. Schwalbe attended the River Resources Forum and talked with the USACOE.  A dredge management plan for upstream of 35W has to be approved by the River Resource Forum which was formed by the Great Study and includes all agencies attached to the Mississippi River.  The USACOE will have a plan ready by April 2007.  The DNR also has to give them a permit for work that would disturb the river banks.

Mr. Schwalbe said the USACOE also said the high line site is 80% wetland and that NSP won’t let the District stockpile materials on site.  He indicated that Air Force at this site has no problem with having a dredge site located here.

Mr. Schwalbe reviewed the status of the other potential sites with the board and told them why they won’t work for us.

President Kremer directed staff to meet with Mr. Malkerson and decide on one or two potential dredge sites and make a solid recommendation to the board at the next board meeting.
c.  Gully Inventory

The inventory has been completed.  Mrs. Ellis has typed up their data notes and has sent them to the Minnesota Conservation Corp for review.  BRAA will be submitting a price quote for putting information on GIS for the board to review at the next meeting.

d.  River Resource Forum

This item was discussed under 14.b.

e.  Review of  MAWD Convention
Mr. Schwalbe reviewed discussions held about MAWD’s future.
It was moved and seconded to send a letter of support to MAWD.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.

The board briefly discussed the I-494 Drainage Alternatives Analysis

President Kremer indicated the report should address both water quality and water quantity together.  Mr. Schwalbe was asked to talk to Mr. Thene about this issue and the need to improve discharge from systems like this.

Mr. Schwalbe indicated he met with the new senator, Mr. Carlson, for about two hours to educate him about our District.  Mr. Carlson replaced Senator McGinn.

Mr. Schwalbe said he will meet with Mr. Hoppe in January.

Mr. Schwalbe indicated there is a workshop coming up January 16, 2007 entitled

Stormwater Compliance Issues and Answers at a cost of $329.00 8AM-4:30 PM.
15.  ADJOURN

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 P.M.  VOTE:  Ayes 4; Nays 0.
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